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TO THE 


READER 


READER, | 

H E Deſign of this Trad is to fur- 
| niſh thee with Anſwers to the many 
Captious Queſtions of the Roma- 
niſts, concerning the Charch. Hence thou 
wilt be enabled to ſhew them where our Re- 
ligion was before Luther, and our Church 
before Henry the 8th, Here thou wilt ſee 
the Church of England vindicated from 
Novelty and Schiſm; the Church of Rome 
condenin d for Uſurpation and T yranny;T hat 
the Traditions of that Church are ſpurious, 
and its Infallibility not to be truſted ; But 
that being in the communion of the Church 
of England, thou art in a ſafe bottom; and 
that having the Scripture for thy Rule, thou 
haſt a ſure Guide. I have made it ſhort, 
that it might not be chargeable ; and in the 
way of Dialogue, that it might be eaſie. If 
thou reapeſt any benefit by it, bleſs God, and 
pray for the Author. Farewel, 
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DISCO URSE 
BY WAY OF. 
DIALOGUE 
; BETWIXT A _ 
M in1sTER and his ParxIsmonts, 
= Concerning the 
CATHOLICK CHURCH. 


COINS Y_ II 


PART L 


Shewing the Nature of the C atholick - 
Charch. 


Par. 7 R, 1 come to thank you for your 

many uſeful Diſcourſes of late to:your 

people, and efpecially for one of them. 

Min. 1 endeavour'd to make them as 

uſeful as I could, and pray God they 

oy be uſeful - But what is that one you menti- 
? 


Par. 
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Par. "Twas that concerning the Catholick Church, 
Truly, I was. very. much. pleas diwith it ; and the 
rather, becaufe the Romi/h Prieſts that are now very 
buly in prafiſag ugon the people, inſiſt on this as 
their main-Artifice ; What > Will ye not beligve 
the Church? Is there any Salvation out of the 
Church? And the like. . 

Min. ] am very glad you took ſo much notice of 
it, and T*hope the reſt of my hearxers did ſoitos; I 
heard as much as you tell me, concerning this ſo- 
phiſtical device of theirs to' cofrupt our people, 
and I Preach'd it on purpoſe to arm them againſt it. 

Par. But that Fhould-tob yor too much of your 
time, I would beg the favour to diſcourſe it a little 
over again with you; for Iampretty much abroad, 
and often happen into the company of Papiſts, 
and ſometimes. of Prieſts, and .the Subje&t of Diſ- 
courſe is uſually, 7he Catholick Church : Now, I 
would be glad to be ſo furniſhed, as to be able to 
ſtand my ground againſt them. - 

Min. With all my heart;z time carinot be better 
{pent than in doing 1o good a work. OTE 

Par. If you pleaſe then, Fl propoſe the queſtions 
to you, as ſometimes they propoſe them-'to -me. 
And the firſt is, What's meant by the Catholick 
Church 2 | | EE: 

Min. Taking your Queſtion to be meagtof the 
Church ſince Chriffs coming' i the fleſh, without 
ahy refpect to Angels or good men before. the Go- | 
fpel ({who yet are ſometimes included in it ) I thus 
deſcribe it 5 The whole' number of Chriftians in all 
ages and places, admitted into the Church by Bap= 
tiſm, and gathered into particular Churches under 

their 
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their reſpective Paſtors and Biſhops, united to one 
another, and to Chriſt their Head, -by the profeſ- 
ſion of one Faith or Religion. 
Par. Pray, Sir, let me defire you to take this 
deſcription again aſunder ; I perceive there are ma- 
ny things included in it ; and Idefire to underſtand- . 
this point throughly. 
Min. Agreed. Ask then any thing about it that 
you doubt of, and would be fatisfied in. 
Par. I would know firſt, Of what does the Ca- 
tholick Church conſiſt ? , 
Min, | have told you ; The whole number of 
Chriſtians in all Ages and Places ; Every individual 
perſon that hath given up his name to Chriſt, and 
makes profeſſion of his Religion, is a Member of 
this Church, and all of them together make up the 
Catholick Church, or the Myſtical Body of Chriſt. 
Now ye are the body of Chriſt, and members in par- ; cor. 12. 29. 
ticular, fays the Apoſtle; I might alſo tell you that 
the word in the Original,ufed to expreſs the Church 'Exxancta. 
by, properly ſignifies the whole number of perſons 
belonging to any City or Corporation aſſembled to- 
ether. : 
. Par. What is the Rite or Ceremony, whereby 
perſons are initiated into the Church, and made 
. Members of it 2 
Min. Baptiſm, or immeriton into, or ſprinkling 
with water ; fo our Lord and Saviour ordain'd : Go a 
e and teach all nations, baptiſing them in the name of © y | 
the father, and of the ſon; cadaf the holy ghoſt. ( 
Par. Mult not this Body have a Head, and one 
that is ſupreme 1a it 2 } 


B Mig. 
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Min. T have expreſt that alſo : "Tis the Lord Je- 


Eph. s- 23 ſus Chriſt ; Ze, ſays the Apoſtle, is the head of the 


Matt. 28. 18. 


Church, and Saviour of the body. He's the Founder 
of this Order ; he governs it by his Laws, inſpires 
it by his Spirit, prote&ts it by his Providence. 
To him x committed all power in heaven and 
earth, by virtue whereof he hath conſtituted ſeve- 
ral Officers and Governours in his Church under 
him : But for one Vicar-general, or Lieutenant 
over the whole, there is not the leaſt ground in 
Scripture, as I may have an occaſion to ſhew you. 
Par. You have prevented me the asking you that 


* Queſtion, Whether Chriſt hath left a viſible Head 


1 Cor. 1o. 17. 


on Earth? yet I have one or two more queſtions 
about this matter to put to you ; Pray, what is it 
makes the Catholick Church one ? 

Min. The profeſſion of one Faith, or Chriſtianity. 
But two things you muſt here remember : ('.) By 
Faith or Chriſtianity, I mean the whole Inſtitution 
or Doctrine of Chriſt contain'd in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, eſpecially thoſe of the New-7e/tament., And 
then (2.) that this Faith or Religion muſt be pub- 
lickly profeſt, which is beſt done by meeting toge- 
ther,and worſhippingGod according to the preſcrip-* 
tions Chriſt hath left us in his Goſpel, one chief © 
part whereof is our frequent participation of the 
Bleſſed Sacrament, which our Lord hath inſtituted 
35S a federal Rite of his Church, aptly repreſenting 
both that near conjunction betwixt Chriſt and his 
Church, and that mutual fellowſhip of one Chriſti- 
an with another. So St. Paul ſpeaks, For we being 
many are one bread and one body, for we are all par- 
takers of that one bread, Tis this gave being to 
the 
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the Church, and on this depends its unity : To 
preſerve the Faith from corruption, is to preſerve 
the Church from Schiſms ; but to add to, or diminiſh 
from the Faith, is to break and divide the Church. 

Par. Why did you fay in your deſcription of the 
Church, That Believers muſt be gathered into par- 
ticular Churches, under their ſeveral Paſtors and 
Biſhops 2 | 

Min. For very good reafon ; becauſe otherwiſe 
it might be a rout or multitude, but not a Church. 
As, the profeſſion of Chriſtianity unites the ſeve- 
ral members to one arte, and all to Chriſt their 
common Head ; ſo, that there might be order and 
government amongſt the Members, and that the 
ſeveral a&ts of Communion in the Church (where- 
by their profeſſion of Chriſt's Religion is chiefly 
manifeſted and/ maintain'd ) might be duly per- 
form'd, 'tis neceſlary that there ſhould be Officers 
to direct, and overſee, and take care in the diſ- 


71 LAN 


charge of them. Hence faies the Apoſtle, Chri/t Eph, 4. 11. 


gave in hisChurch, ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, 
and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, 
for the perfefting of the Saints, for the work of the 
miniſtry, for the edifying the body of Chriſt ; And tho' 


theſe Paſtors and Biſhops are Officers of the Church 
in general, and may on occaſion adviſe and act for 


the good of the whole, and exerciſe their power 


and function in any part of it ; yet for the greater 
advantage and better edification of Believers, 'twas + 


neceſlary every Biſhop, and Presbyter under his Bi- 
ſhop, ſhould be ſet his own bounds and limits 
what to. be his particular charge , - and where 


more eſpecially to concern his care and conduct ; 


B 2 each 
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'Enioxon © 
A 65. 


Matt. 16. 18. 


Matt. 28. 2c. 
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each of which charges within ſuch a compaſs, are 
parts of the Catholick Church, as agreeing in the 
ſame Faith, and making profeſſion of it in the ſame 
as of Communion. 

Par. But if Biſhops and Paſtors are the peculiar 
Officers of Chriſt's Church, What place and power 
do you allow the ſupreme Magiſtrate in this Go- 
vernment 2? 

Mix. Tho' Kings and Princes are not properly 
Officers and Governours of Chriſt's Church, as a 
Church, it being not a Civil or Secular, but a di- 
ſtint, Spiritual Society ; yet to them is to be gi- 
ven the external management of this Society, a 
power to ſettle its outward Policy, and to be the 
Moderators and Governors of it : Upon this ac- 
count the Great Couſtantine ſtiled himfelf a Civil 
Biſhop, as being chiefly concern in the guidance 
and direction of the outward affairs of the Church. 
The Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church have their 
Ordination, and derive ther Commiſſion from an 
higher power, even Chriſt ; but they a& and ex- 
erciſe it under the proteion of the ſupreme Magi- 
ſtrate. 

Par. You have very well clcar'd the deſcription 
you gave of Chriſt's Catholick Church, Pray give me 
leave to ask you, Has not God promiſed that, his 
Church ſhall never fail on Earth? 

Min. Yes: And you have the promiſe in theſe 
words, The gates of hell ſhall not _ againſt it ; 
And again, Chriſt ſpeaking to his Apoſtles, ſays, 


I will be with you always to the end of the world. 
Par. I ſuppoſe this promiſe is made to the Univer- 
fal Catholick Church, and not to any one part of it. 
| Min. 
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Min. It is ſo ; and therefore you may obſerve our 
Saviour ſpeaks indefinitely, My Church, without 
naming any particular Church in this, or that 0- 
ther Countrey. 

Par. But how far does this promiſe of our Saviour 
ſecure the Catholick Church from Error and defeci- 
on 2? 

Min. Tobefure, fromall Fundamental Errors; For 
the Church can latt no longer than that Doctrine 
remains 1n it that gave a being to it : Whatever Er- 
rors deſtroy that, deſtroy the/Church : and therefore 
our Saviour's Promiſe muſt be fuppos'd to preſerve it 
free from all ſuch Errors. 

' Par. Whatthenis the true meaning of the Pro- 
miſe 2? | 

Min. It ſeems to be this ; That there ſhall be al- 
ways a Church in the World, in fome place or other, 
profeſling the true Faith of Chrift, and living in the 
uſe of his holy inſtitutions ſo long as the World ſhall 
laſt. | 

Par. The Catholick Church then may err in ſome 
leſſer matters ; I mean, in Points not Fundamental, 
and yet remain the true Church of Chriſt ; and fo 
may any part of it, and yet be a true Member of the 
whole. 

Miz. You fay well : As a man may have many 
Infirmities and Wounds about him, and yet remain 
a true man : Asa particular Chriſtian may be gut 
ty of many miſtakes, both in Faith and Pradtice, 


and yet be a true Chriſtian,  J__ his miſtakes 


deſtroy not the Foundation of Chriſtianity. Were 
there not at ſome time very great Corruptions in 
the Jewiſh Church , even aola 


try it felf, and yet 
be- 
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” becauſe they worſhipt the true God, tho others al- 
ſo, God did not wholly caſt them off trom being 
his People 2 Was there not Faction and Prophanels, 
and great Miſtakes in point of Faith, concerning 
the Reſurrection, in the Church of Corinth, 'and yet 
S:. Paul ſtill acknowledg'd them to be a real and 
true Church 2 Were not the Seven Churches in 4a 
over-run with many Errors and unchriſtian Practi- 
ces, and yet St. Fohn writes to them by the Spirit, 
and in the Name of Chriſt himſelf, as unto true 
Chriſttan Churches ? 

Par. What was the Catholick Church > or where 

was it when Luther began his Reformation 2 
Mix. Was I not able to tell you where, *twould 
be no weakning to our Saviour's Promiſe : He 
might have a Chutch vn Earth, tho not viſible to 
us : For he has no where promis'd, that the Num- 
ber ſhould be always great, or its Condition profpe- 
2 Thef.2.3. rous: Nay, the Apoſtle foretold, that there ſhould 
be a great defection, and falling away. The Church 
has ſometimes been forc'd to hide, ſometimes to 
fly : Sometimes you find 1t privately in an Upper 
Room, ſometimes skulking in Caves, and Dens, and 
Wilderneſles ; now be-ſmear'd with Blood , then 
deform'd with Hereſie ; ceaſing in one Countrey, 
riſing up in another ; being more conſpicuous, or 
obſcure, as Perſecutions and Hereſies grew. and pre- 

vail'd 1n it. 

Par. This Diſcourſe brings into my mind the fad 
i King, 19,16 C2Mplaint of the Prophet Elijah, Lord, fays he, 
they have broken thy covenant, and deſtroy'd thy al- 
tars and prophets, and I only am left alive ; i Fu 
ſeek my life alſo. But God let him ſee, how _ 
© 


Dy —— 


concerning the Catholick Church. 


9 


he was miſtaken ; that tho he knew it not, he had 


yet a ſmall Church, not infe&ted with Idolatry ; 7 veer. 18. 


have yet ſeven thouſand knees that have not bowed to 
Baal. So may it happen, that Chriſt's Church 


may look ſmall, and be obſcure in her Number, 


and yet I believe in all Ages, there was in ſome 
part and corner of the World, or other, a little 
Flock ; ſome few true Chriſtians, that proteſt the 
true Faith, entire, and without mixture, and they 
made up the Church of Chriſt. 
' Min. lam perfedtly of your mind ; and I think 
Lam able to produce ſeveral inſtances to this pur- 
poſe : Amongſt all the Corruptions in the Remi/h 
Church, ſcarce was there one, but what, when it 
firſt appear'd, was by one or other oppos'd and 
proteſted againſt. Have there not been many in 
that Communion 1it ſelf, that have openly com- 
plain'd of the degenerate State of their Church, 
and 'pctition'd for a Reformation 2 And we may 
reaſonably preſume there are many ſtill, and would 
be thouſands more, were they not frighted, and 
kept in awe by their unreaſonable and unchriſtian 
Severities. The A/bigenfes and Waldeynſes will ever 
| be remembred, as ſo many Confeſfors and Martyrs 
for the Truth, as well as inſtances of the Papal cru- 
elty. Old Wicklzf, and his Followers, were ſtout 
Champions againſt the Romi/h Superſtitions in Eng- 
land; and poor Huſſe, and his Diſciples, were no leſs 
brave and reſolute againſt them in Germany and Bo- 
hemta. 


Par. Indeed I have read of theſe ; but the Roma- 


niſts tell us, they were gullty of as great Errors, and 
lewd practices, if not worſe, than we think thoſe, 
that we charge upon them. Min. 
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Min. Tis their common practice to blacken, and 
load every perſon that ſets up againſt them. I do 
not deny, but that ſome Errors they might have ; 
however, theirs they had not :-and for thoſe that 
are laid to their charge, ſome are not of any perni- 
cious Nature and Conſequence, and others wholly 
falſe, and faſten d on them out of deſign, by the ma- 
licious Romaniſts : Such are their ungodly Stories 
concerning the Waldexſes, that they were the Fol- 
lowers of the Manichees, owning Two Gods, one 
the Author and Principle of Good, the other of E- 
vit: That they denied Chriſt to be God : It may be, 
becauſe they denied the Bread in the Sacrament to 
be Chriſt. But Reinerus, and St. Bernard, give a far 
different account of them. 

Par. T ſhould be glad, if you remember it, to hear 
what they fay of them. 

Min. Tl es. An their Teſtimony to the beſt of my 
remembrance : Reizerus thus ſpeaks concerning 

thy. Catal. them; They cintinued ſo long as no Set hath : 
eſt Devit com. $:4ge ſay, it hath been fince Sylveſter, ſome fince the A- 
* P5343 poſtles (there is univerſality of time) ; and there is al- 
moſt no Countrey wherein it ſpreadeth not (there is u- 

niverſality of place) ; They have a great ſhew of piety, 

living uprightly before men, and believing all things a- 

right concerning God, and all the Articles of the Creet: 

Their only Fault was, as he adds, 7hey hate and blaſ- 

pheme the Church of Rome. St. Bernard ſpeaks of 

Ser. 65.fu- them much to the ſame purpoſe: If you require au 
=> oye account of their Faith, nothing 1s more Chriſtian ; if of 
1575. Toms 1. their Converſation, nothing more commendable ; they 
p. 328. frequent the Church, honour the Prieſts, offer their 
Gifts, make Confefſion, and communicate in the Sacra- 

ments, 


——- 
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Lage » . 
ments : They hurt none, circumvent none, are true and 


juſt in all their dealings, ant perform what they pro- 


mid : all the Crime he tax'd them with, was, that 


they did not obſerve the Monkiſh Vow of Continence. , 
Par. What think you of all the particular Natio- 
nal Churches in the World at the time of the Re- 
formation 2 The Romay, Greek, Armenian, the Ac- 
8) prian, and 4taſſine Churches 2 Might they not all 
e parts of Chriſts Church 2 
Min. Each of theſe had its Errors and Corrupti- 
ons, it muſt be confeſt ; tho not one deprav'd to that 
degree as the Roman ; yet becaule ſhe holds all the 
Fundamental Articles of Faith, we, in charity, allow 
= to. be a true Church, and ſoa part of the Catho- 
IR, 
Par. Where was the Church of England then 2 
Min. She was included in the Roman Church, of 
oo ſhe was a Member, and held in fubjeQtion by 
cr. | 
Par. But you allow the Roman Church was a part 
of Chriſts Catholick Church : why then did we ſepa- 
rate from her 2 
Min. I faid alſo, ſhe was a very corrupt Churth ; 
and we ſeparated from her only in thoſe _— 
wherein ſhe had ſeparated from the Catholick Fatth : 
So that tho we went off from her, we went nearer 
and cloſer to the Catholick Church. 
Par, But what Authority had the Church of Exz- 
land to reform her ſelf, and redreſs Abuſes 2 
Min. As ſhe was a free independent Church, as 
well as the Roman : The Romiſh Church had indeed 
brought usinto Slavery and SubjeCtion, and by that 
means obtruded what Doctrines and Practices ſhe 
C : pleas'd, 
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plead, upon us ; but the Authority was ufurpt, 
and the Impoſitions very groſs, calculated on pur- 
poſe to maintain their il|-gotten greatneſs and pow- 
er ; So that our Reformation chiefly conſiſted in 
throwing off the Roman Yoak, and the ſpurious 
Doctrines ſhe had added to the Faith once telrver'd 
to the Saints, which is the Foundation of the Chri- 
ſtian Church. | : 

Par. I perceive then, had the Romi/h Faith been 
ſound and Orthodox, the Church of Eng/aud might 
have juſtly caft off her Authority, bemg uſurpd, | 
and afferted her own Freedom ; even asit's the Du- 
ty and Glory of a Nation to depoſe an Ufurper, tho 
his Laws and Government are never ſo excellent. 

Min. You fay right : ſhe might have done o ; 
and then how much more reafon had Jhe 'to do it, 
when both her Faith and PraCtices were ſo very une 
wholeſome and dangerous to mens Souls? And when 
the caſting off the one, made way for the eaſier get- 
ting rid of the other? 

Par. What are thoſe corruptions in the Romzfh - 
Church, that make her communion ſo unſafe and 
hazardous ? : 

Min. They are thoſe Twelve new Articles of 
Faith added in Pope Pzus the 4th's Creed, Tranſub- 
ftantiation, Half-communtion, Purgatory, Image-wor- 
ſhip, Invocation of Saints, and the ="o You may 
meet with them all, and at the ſame time fee them 
fully and excellently confuted in two little Books, 
come out lately ; Plauſible Arguments of the Church 
of Rome confuted 5 and C arecbifa, &c. EE 

Par. But can two Churches of different commn- 
nions be both parts of the one Catholick Church » 

They 


| — ——— 


coneerning the Catholick Church. 13. 
They and wehave butlittle or no communion with 
one another, and yet | ſee you grant them both to 

be parts of Chriſt's Catholick Church, 

'_ Min, Yes, we have ſtill communion with her in 
part, tho notin every part : We do not indeed hold 
communion with her, as her Subject and Slave, nor 
in her Corruptions and Errors ; but we ſtill hold 
communion with her as a Siſter-Church, and ſo far 
as ſhe holds the Truth of Chriſt., ——. 

Par. But to what Church did we joyn our ſelves 
when we left her 2 

Mn. We neither left her, nor went to another, 
but remain'd as before, a part of Chriſt's Catholick 
Church; only then we were a part of the Catholick 
Church, as included in the Roman, and enſlav'd by 
her ; and now a part of it ſtil, as manumitted, and 
at liberty ; then a diſeas'd and infeted part, now a 
part recover'd and reſtor'd to health. | 

Par. Sir, I thank you heartily ; you have given 
me a very ſatisfactory account of the Nature of the 
Catholick Church, and of the Reformation of ours : 
And F thinkT am now well prepar'd to anſwer that 
common queſtion of the Romaniſts, Where was yoar 
Religion before Luther ? - 

Mn. 1 believe you are : for it's no difficult mat- 
ter to frame an Anſwer to it from this Diſcourſe $ 
viz. *Twas contain'd in the Writings of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, profeſt in all Chriſtian Churches in all 
Ages ; for ſome hundreds of years, with great puri- 
ty, and free from mixture; ever ſince, in moſt 
Churches more or leſs adulterated with droſs and 
corruptions ; but in no Church more than in the 
Roman, and the Engli/h, —_ in ſubjection to the 

% Ro- 
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Roman. So then before Luther the Religion we pro- 
feſs was in our own Church, tho loaded and ob- 
ſcured with Romiſh Errors and Superſtitions ; and 
we have now nonew Religion, nor new Church, but 
the old Religion, and the old Church reform'd and 
reſtor'd toits firſt beauty and luſtre. 

Par. . But is not the meaning of that Queſtion, 
Where was your Religion, as it's now reform'd, when 
Luther began his Retormation ? IX 

Min. In the firſt Ages 'twas in Paleſtine and 
Greece, in Agypt, in Antioch, and in Rome it ſelf, in 
Britain, and in all parts where the unwearied la- 
bours, and inceſſant Travels of the Holy Apoſtles 
carried it: But as for that very time,when Luther ap- 
pear'd, it may be 'twas in the Greek, in the 44aſſine 
and A#gyptian Churches, amongſt the Armenian 
Chriſtians, who all diſſent from moſt, it not all the 
Romiſh Errors that our Reform'd Church condemns :. 
It may be 'twas in a corner, under a cloud, cover'd 
with Rubbiſh. What if we ſay, 'twas no where ? 
ſince Chriſt never promis'd, that his Church and 
Religion ſhould not be corrupted nor perſecuted, but 
only that it ſhould not fail, nor be deftroy'd. 

Par. Youhave made it very clear and evident : I 
gueſs the Papiſts cannot give ſo good an account, 
where their Religion was before the Council of. 
Trent 2 1 mean, as it's now conſtituted and deter- 
mind. 

Min. Well remembred! "Tis a good way to turn 
the _ upon them : For notwithſtanding all 
their Vaunts and Brags of Succeſſion, Antiquity, 
and the like ; their Additional Articles of. Faith in 
Pope. Pius's Creed, are of a very late Date, com- 
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pard with the Faith of the Engliſh Church: as it's 


now Reform'd ; ours is the old Religion, theirs In- 
novation ; ours Ancient, theirs in comparifon but 
of yeſterday ; they added many falſe Dodrines to 
the Chriſtian Faith ; the true Faith that was firſt, 
and from Chriſt. and his Apoſtles, we keep; the 
falſe Doctrines that have-been- invented ſince, and 
added to it by the 7rent-Fathers, we have left. 
Par. Pray, can you tell the preciſe time, and the 
particular perſons and places, where, and when, 
and by whom thoſe corruptions of theirs were forg- 


ed? I perceive_they often ask that queſtion when 


we charge their Religion with novel Inventions. 
Min. It's not very material whether we can or no, 

ſince we are ſure, and can prove them to.be groſs 

corruptions; ſuch as were never taught by Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles;. The Holy- Scriptures are the. . 


Charter of our Corporation,. they contain the Laws 


of our Society ; We embrace that Faith the firſt, 


Chriſtians did ; are in the ſame bottom, and hope. 
to be ſaved with them. Has Chriſt and his-Apo- 
ſttes any where commanded or tolerated, nay, has. 
he not forbidden mage-worſhip, Invocation of 
Saints ,” Prayers in an unknown Tongue ? Is it any 
where faid by them, That the Biſhop of Rome ſhall 
be the Supreme Head of the Church. on Earth 2 The 
Tafallible Decider of Controverſies *- Have - power to 


make. new Articles of Faith, and as many as he 
pleaſes > That Penance is a Sacrament 2 That Auri-- 


cular Confeſſion is neceſſary to Salvation ? 'It. ſome. 
of theſe are forbid, others not to be found in the- 


Sacred Scriptures, Either Chriſt was an imperfect, 
and a fallible Law-giver, and his Apoſtles _— . 
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ful and treacherous Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God, or elſe the Chriſtian Faith is whole and en- 
tire without them ; and they forgeries and novel- 
ties invented by evil men to ſerve the ends of Am- 
bitzon and Covetouſndſs. 

Par. I confeſs this Argument'is ſufficient, ( vz. 
Fhat they are contrary to, or at leaſt, not- to be 
found in the Inſpired Writings ) to prove them Er- 
rors, vcre we not able to give an account of their 
Originai and progreſs ; for an Error may be an Er- 
ror, tho' no man knows the firſt Author and Pro- 
pagator of it 2 The Tares may - be ſowed in the night, 
and it may not be difcern'd when and who ſowed 
them ; yet we may know that they are Tares, and 
that 'twas an enemy too that did it : But I think 
our learned Proteſtant Writers have trac'd:moſt of 
them back, even to the very time of their birth. 

Min. They have fo, and FI ſtay a little longer 
with you, to gratify your curioſity with the diſco- 
very. The Pope obtained not the title of Univerſal 
Biſhop till Boniface the 3d's time, about 600 years 
after Chriſt. Tranſubſtantiation was not made an 
Article of Faith, till the Council of Zateran, under 
Tnnocent the 3d, in the year 1215. The Doctrine 
of Purgatory got not much footing and credit in 
the World till about 1140, and the Council of 
Trent firſt ſtampt it an Article of Faith. The Do- 
rine of Indulgences is a weed that grew. up with 
that of Purgatory, like Zvy,twines about it,and lives 
upon it ; but was .not grown to any conſiderable 
height, till Les the roth's time, when Lather ſet up 
ſo ftrenuouſly againſt it. They boaſt of the ſecond 
Conncil of Nice, to juſtify. the Antiquity. of their 
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Image-worſhip; but we know the Primitive Church 
abhorr'd it, ſome of the Fathers condemn'd not on- 
ly the worſhipping, but the very making of Ima- 
ges ; That 'twas not praQtiſed in the Frexch-Church 
till near goo, nor in Germany till after 1209 years, 
The Council of Conſt ance, Anno Dom. 1418, was 
the firſt that denied the Cup to the Laity, with an 
expreſs notwithſtanding to the Inſtitution of Chriſt ; 
and the Council of Florence, 1439, the firſt that 
fixt . the number 'of the Seven Sacraments, and 
made it an Article of Faith. To name no more, 
ThePope's Supremacy and Tihifa/libility were 'much 
oppos'd, never paſt into a Decree, till Zeo the roth 
in a packt Synod at Lateran, 1516. contrary to the 
Decrees of Conſtance, Baſil, Bourges and Piſa, got it 
ordain'd, That the Pope hnd Authority over all Comn- 
cils; and that it was neceſſary to Salvation, that all 
Chriſtians Jhould be ſubje& to him. Inſum, the Romi/h 
Faith was 'not, as it is now, till the famous Council 
of Trent, which advanc'd many things into Articles 
of Faith, that before went only for the ſentiments 
of particular Doctors, and were believ'd or dil- 
believed at pleaſure ; But now ntuſt be believed as 
neceſlary to Salvation. | 

Par. I have lately met with the Confeſſion of 
Faith drawn up at the:cloſe of the Council of Trent, 
and confirm'd by the Bull 'of Pts the 4th, Anno 
Dom. 1564. and that indeed ſeems to ſpeak the 
ſame thing. | A 

Min. It does fo ; After reckoning up the Articles 
containd fm the Ancient Oreeds, it recites the ad- 
ditional ones of that Council, and then obliges all 
to give an equal affent to them with the former, 
under pain of damnation. SD:  * 
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Par. Sir, I am much engag'd to you for this 
Chriſtian entertainment, and the freedom you have 
permitted me to take with you ; I am fatisfied that 
the Catholick Faith is always the ſame, and that 
that profeſt in our Church 1s that deliverd by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, held always, and in all 
places by the-Catholick Church ; and on the other 
hand, that that profeſt in the Roman Church 1s not 
to be found in the Scriptures, was not the faith of 
the ancient Primitive Church, was ever and anon 


oppoſed .by ſome or other of note, even in their 


own Communion, and not ſetled as 1t 15 now, be- 
fore the 7rent-Council : And therefore that ours is 
the Catholick Faith and not theirs, and conſequent- 
ly our Church, with thoſe that profeſs the ſame 
Faith, the true Catholick Church; and that, if theirs 
be allowed to be a part of it, 'tis for the ſake of our 
Faith which ſhe owns and profeſſes in common with 
us, and not for her own that ſhe has added, and 
we condemn. 


— = 


PARTY 1 


Shewing that the Church of Rome 3s not 
the. one Catholick Church of Chrife. 


Par. g IR. The laſt time you gave me the free- 

dom to Diſcourſe, with you, you ſaid, I 
remember, That the Catholick Church of Chriſt 
was made up'of all theparticular Churches in the 
World ; Pray how . come the Rowani/ts to ſay, that 
their Church is the Catholick Church : Min. 
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Mix. Becauſe they would have us believe thar 
ſhe is the Miſtreſs of all Churches, and that all 
ought to be in ſubjeion to the Pope as Supreme 


Head on Earth. 


Par. That then is the meaning of ſome of their 
late Authors, when they fay, That it is not the par- 
ticular Dioceſs or Province of Reme that they call 
the Catholick Church, but the Church of Rowe, and 
all that. are join'd in communion with her, and be- 
lieve as ſhe believes. 

Min. Yes, 1t is fo: But it's no hard matter to 
ſhew the weakneſs and falſhood of this Aſſertion. 

Par. Before you enter upon that, pray inform 
me, Do not ſome of the Fathers call the Church of 
Rome the Catholick Church 2 The Papiſts tell us fo in 
their Writings. 

Min. Yes, they do, and other Churches are call'd 
ſo as well as the Roman, and all by way of diſtin- 
&ion from Schiſmatical and Heretical Churches : 
So we read of the Catholick Church in Smyrna, and 
the Catholick Church in Alexandria, and many o- 


thers might be inſtanc'd in : "Twas the common , 


Appellation for every Church that held the true Ca- 
tholick Faith : that is, this 1s a Catholick Church, and. 
this Church, with the others that profeſs the ſame 
Faith, is the one Catholick Church. * 

Par. Why then the Rowan Church, / provided ſhe 
held the true Catholick Faith, with all thoſe in com- 
munion with her, and that believe as ſhe believes, 


might be call'd the Catholick Church ? 


Min. Yes, if by all that believe as ſhe believes, 
be limited only to thoſe Articles contain'd in Scrip- 
ture, and fumm'd up in the Three Creeds, _ 
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ted from the many groſs Errors ſhe has added to 
them, then the Church of Rome, and all thoſe 
others, are the Carho/ick Charch : But then this is no 
more than what may be ſaid of any Church as well 
as the Roman; and the Engliſh Catholick Church, with 
all that hold communion with her, is the one Catho- 
lick Church of Chriſt on Earth, as well as the Roman 
Catholick. 

Par. I perceive you think they mean ſomething 
more by helieving as ſhe believes, than the Faith con- 
tain'd in the Scriptures. | 

Min. No doubt they do ; they mean thoſe that 
acknowledg Subjeftion to her, and believe all at 
large,what not only the Scriptures, but that Church, 
pretending to unſ{criptural Traditions, declares to 


be Articles of Faith ; viz. thoſe Twelve of Pope 


Pius the-4th ; and then the Church of Rome, with 
all that believe as ſhe believes, 1s not the Catholick 
Church, but very unſound and corrupt partsof it. 

Par. Now, Sir, if you pleaſe, Ill tell you what I 
have met with in their late Authors, to prove the 
Pope to be Supreme, and that the Church'is call'd 
Catholick, by agreeing with that of Rome, and yield- 
ing Subjection to him. 

/1in, Do ſo; and Ill give you as plain an Anſwer 
as I can to them. - 

Par. They fay, that Chriſt inveſted St. Pete 
with a paramount power and juriſdi&tion, not only 
above, but over all the reſt of the Apoſtles ; and 
that the Pope derives it from him, as-being his Suc- 
celſor. | 

Min. This they fay, but they cannot prove any 
thing of- it, either that St. Peter was Biſhop of Rome, 

or. 
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or had ſuch a power; or if he was Biſhop of Rome, 
and had fuch a power, that the Pope has an heredi- 
tary Right to it. 

Par. I have heard it indeed controverted, whe- 
ther St. Peter was ever Btſhop of Rome ? 

Mix. The matter will bear very well a Diſpute: 
for tho' St. Peter might be very inſtrumental in 
founding and building up that Church ; yet it is not 
very likely he was formally a Biſhop of it, it being 
beneath the Dignity of an Apoſtle, who, as ſuch, 
was Biſhop of the whole Catholick Church , to it 
down for ſome conſiderable time, Biſhop of one part 
of it : This is ſuch another abſurd degradation of 
= as to ſay, the Pope is Rector of ſome little Pa- 
riſh. 

Par. But certainly they have ſome proof for what 
they affirm fo confidently, and on which they lay 
fo great a ſtreſs. 

Min. Their chief proof is out of Euſebzus's Chro- 
nick, where he relates, that Se. Peter ſafe at Anti- 
och Seven years; after which he travelſd to Rome, 
where he refided Frue and Twenty years. But this 
paſhge is ſuſpected to be put in on deſign, it being 
left out in F/ſ. Scaliger's Greek Edition ; and indeed ,,_ , 
ſeems to be contradicted by Euſebius himſelf, in his 16. 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ;where he tells us,that St.Peter 
having preach'd the Goſpel in Pontus, Galatia, Bithys- x. 3. c. r. 
nia, Cappadocia, &c. at the laſt, or at the eud (that 
is ) near the approach of. his death, being at Rome, 
was put to death. 

Par. I] obſervd in your reciting the Teſtimony 
out of Euſebius, that St. Peter is ſaid to be Biſhop 
of Antioch, betore he came to Rome : It ſhould ſeem 
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then, that if Succeſſion gives a Right, the Biſhops 
of Antioch, where St. Peter was firſt Biſhop, have a 
better plea for the Supremacy than the Biſhops of 
Rome. 

Min. You have inferr'd right : But tho' both be 
granted, that St. Peter was Biſhop of R me, and 
Succefiion conveighs a Right, yet neither ſignify 
any thing, unleſs St. Peter himſelf had fuch a pow- 
er ; for he could not derive upon them what he had 
not hinſelf. Let me therefore hear the proofs you 
were mentioning the Remaniſts bring tor St. Peter's 
Supremacy of Power and furiſdiQtion. | 

Far. The firſt and chieteſt they urge, is thoſe 
words of our Saviour, Thou art Peter, and os this 
rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell 
fhall not prevail againſt it, They make a great 
noiſe about this, and raiſe mighty triumphs upon it. 

Min. T know they do ; but as great a cry as they 
make, here is but little wooll ; and being conſcious 
of the weakneſs of the Argument, they would 
help it out with nojfe and confidence. | 

Par. But is not, Os this Rock, to be underſtood of 
St. Peter's Perſon 2 

Min. It's very probable, No : For St. Peter ſome 
while after theſe words ſpoken, denied his Maſter, 
and ſo fora time denied the Faith ; and now if the 


_ Church be built on him as the foundation, the 


Vere 16, 


foundation failing, the Church for that time muſt 
have failed too, contrary to what our Saviour pro- 
miſed, that it ſhould not. 

Par. What then is the meaning of it ? 

Mix. One or both theſe Two things : (1.) St. 
Peter's Faith : St. Peter having ſaid before, 7hou art 

| Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, the Son of the Living God ; oar Saviour an- 
ſwerd, Thox art Peter, and on this rock, on this Faith T9 Tire Te- 
thou haſt now made profeſſion of, 7 will build my 7 Rm 
Church. (2.)What our Saviour here faid of St. Peter, St. Chr, in 
might be faid in the name of all the reſt of the Apo- 19%, pc 
- ſtles ; As he made that confeſſion of Faith in the nibus 1oquens 
naine of them all, ſo this honourable character & Eccletiz 
might be conferr'd on him in the name of all too ; gcc ous Ep. 
and this ſeems the more probable, becauſe the fame 55. 
thing, in a manner, is in other places ſaid in common Eh. 2:20. 
of all of them. : Rev. 21. 19. 
Par. Yet it ſhould ſeem, that ſomething peculiar 
is in theſe words conterr'd on St. Peter: In the 
foregoing words St. Peter's forwardneſs and zeal to 
conteſs Chriſt, appear'd above the reſt ; S?. Peter ay- 
ſwer d and ſaid, Thou art Chriſt, &c., And therefore 
why ſhould not ſome particular Badg of Honour be 
meant in theſe words, to be fixt on him, as the re- 
ward of it ? | 
Min. It may be there is; and if any thing, this 
may be it ; That he ſhonld have the honour to be 
the firſt Founder of the Chriſtian Church, both a- 
monglt Fews and Gentiles ; Amongſt the Fews, when aq .* ar, 
at one Sermon, St. Peter being the firſt and chief 
Speaker, no leſs than Three 'Thouſand were con- 
verted to the Faith of Chriſt : amongſt the Gentiles, 
when he was commanded by God in a Viſion, to ,, cc. 
repair to Corne/zus, and to inftrut him- in the 
Chriſtian Doqrine, who was the firſt Convert, we 
_ of, to the Faith of Chriſt amongſt the Gen- 
tiles. 
Par. You havefully fatisfied me, that there is no 
proof in this Text for St. Peter's Supremacy, and 
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conſequently not for the Pope's, if he be his Suc- 
cefſor. Will you give me leave to name another 
Argument of theirs 2 They tell us, that St. Peter 
is always nant'd #r/t in the Catalogue of the Apo- | 
{tles ; and that #r/t does not there ſignifie firſt in 
the order of numbring : for then it would have fol- 
lowed, the ſecond, and the third, as the other Apo- 
{tles are named; but it does not : By fr/# thereſore 
it ſhould ſeem, is meant, a primacy of power and ju- 
ri{diction. 

Min. *Tis true, St. Peter is always ſet firſt in the 
Evangeliſts Rolls of the Apoſtles ; but he is not ſo 
in other places of Scripture, where we find ſome- 
times James, ſometimes Paul and Apollo, and fome- 
times Andrew numbred before him : But let it be 
granted, that for the moſt part he is named before 
the reſt of the Apoſtles, all it can ſignify is this, 
Fhat upon the account of the eminency of hisFaith, 
the fervour of his zeal in the Cauſe of his Maſter, 


of his being firſt called to the Apoſtolical Office, a 


primacy of Order and Honour is due to him ; And 


more than this, a primacy of Power and Juriſ- 
diction, it cannot ſignify, it being ſo plainly contra- 
ry to other Scriptures, and thoſe innumerable. 
Par. I was going to deſire you, ſince their Ar- 
guments for St. Peter's Supremacy are ſo weak, to 
ſhew how ſtrong our proofs are againſt it. | 
Min. To give you them briefly ; We find our 
Saviour inveſting all the Apoſtles with equal pow- 
crs, and deriving on all the ſame miſſion which 
he himſelf had recerv'd from God ; impoweriog all 
to Preach, Plant and Propagate the Faith; to teed 


and rule the Flock of Chriſt, committing the ſame 


Keys 
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Keys of the Kingdom &f Heaven to one as well as 
another ; breathing the fame Holy Ghoſt on all ; 
forbidding all ambitious attempts amongft them, 
who ſhould be greateſt ; promiſing indiffe 

all Twelve Thrones to ſit upon, judging the Twelve 
Tribes of 7ſrae! ; does not St. Paul ſay, Chriſt ſet 
in his Church, firft Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets — 
He does not fay, firſt St. Peter, but firſt. Apoſtles, 
all the Apoſtles were firſt. Was not St. Peter fo 
far from challenging, much leſs exerciſing any ſach 
Superiority over the Apoſtles,. that we find * him 
ſtiling himſelf their fellow Presbyter, and ſubmit- 
ting to the. Orders of the Apoſtolick Colledg 2 Be- 
ſides, are not St. Fames and: St. Fohn faid in Scrip=- 
ture to be Pillars, as well as St. Peter 2 Are nor the 
whole Twelve Apoſtles equally ſtiled the Twelve 
foundations of the New Feruſalem 2 Docs not St. 
Paul challenge an equality with the chiefeſt Apo- 
{tles > And did he not, on occaſion, withſtand Ser. 


1 Per. s. 1,2. 


Peter to the face, which he neither ought, nor G4. 2. -+ 


durſt to have done, had he been his Superior and 
Lord 2 

Par. The proof is clear and full beyond excep- 
tion; [ ſee plainly the Pope cannot juſtify his Su- 


premacy by virtue of any right, as St. Peter's Suc- 


ceſſor. But whence had he it then > How came his 
Holineſs to riſe to this height of Power and Domi- 
nion ? ; 

Min. The Truth is, how large an Empire ſoever 
his Holineſs now. claims over all other Churches, 
his Authority, in the beginning, was no greater 
than that of his Brother Biſhops ; the title was the 
fame, and his Holineſs lay in common to them all : 
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A Precedence indeed was: given him, becauſe he 
was Biſhop of the Imperial City ; Addreſſes were 
made to him, becanſe he was near the Court and 
the Royal preſence; Appeals were brought him, 
> becauſe he was powerful, and as able to defend as 
to determine; And that Church was often made 
the ſtandard of the Catholick Faith, becauſe for a 
time 1t continued pure and uncorrupt, whilſt ak 
moſt all others were overgrown with Arzaniſm 
and other Herefies. But of theſe Honours that 
were given him, he made advantage to climb high- 
| er; from a Priority of place, he ſoon challeng'd a 
| ſuperiority of Power ; from being next to the Em- 
peror, he aſpird to be next to God; from being 
an Arbitrator, he ſet up for a Judg ; and when he 
was grown ſo great, that none durſt controul him, 
he would bean unerring Judg, and grew Infallible. 
; Par. Thele, I perceive, were the ſteps of the 
Papal Pride and Empire ; But I have been told, the 
Pope was beholding to that bloody Regicide Phocas 
for the title of Univerſal Paſtor. | 

Min. Iſhall ſhew you that preſently ; but *rwill 
not be amiſs here to inform you, That the Pope's 
challenging a Supremacy of power over the whole 
Chriftiar Church, is not only contrary to Scripture, 
but to the Ancient Canons of the Church. 

Par. I have heard and read as much in ſome of 
our own Authors ; but pray, which are thoſe Ca- 
nons ? | 

Min. They are chiefly four ; or, if you will, but 
one, four times repeated and, confirm'd, in the 
firſt Four General Councils ſucceeding one another. 

Par. | thall be glad to hear them read in order, if 
you have them at hand. Min. 
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Min, I can cafily gratify you in this matter : The firſt 
is that famous one, the 6th Canon of the firſt General 
Council of Nice, call'd by Conſtantine the Great, Anno 
Dom. 325. which Decreed, That the Biſhop of Alex- 
andria ſhall have the ſame power within his Province, 
as the Biſhop of Rowe had in his. The words of the 
Canon are theſe, Let Ancient Cuſtoms ſtill take place, 
thoſe that are in Egypt, Libya and Pentapolis, That the 
Biſhop of Alexandria have power over all theſe; becauſe 
ſuch alſo 1s the Cuſtom of the Biſhop of Rome. 

Par. What do you infer from this Canon ? 

Mix. I infer that which 1s obvious to every eye,uz. 
That the Bp. of Rome had not then an Univerſal power 
over all Chriſtian Churches, ſince the Bp. of Alexan- 
dria was to exerciſe the fame juriſdiction in his own 
Province, as the Bp. of Reme did in his. 

Par. You'll be pleaſed to go on to recite thaother 
Canons you mention'd 2 

Min, The ſecond is,the 3d Canon of the 2d General 
Council held at Conſtantinople by the command of 7he- 
edoſius the Emperor, Aur» Dom. 380, which Decreed, 
That the Bp. of Conſtantinople, upon the account of zts 
being new Rom2, er the Seat of the Empire, ſhould have 
the privileds of Flonwr next to the Bp. of Rome. 

Par. How does this Canon make againſt the Pope's 
Supremacy ? | 

Min. As it declares what kind of primacy the Bp. of 
Rome had above other Bps, and on what bottom it 
ſtood ; viz. a primacy of Honour, or the firſt place ; 
and becauſe Rome, of which he was Bp, had been the 
Imperial City. Now the Council Decreed, That the 
Bp. of Conſtaetinople ſhould have the ſame Honour next 
to him, and for the fame Reaſon ; becaule Conſtant:- 

| E nople 


28 A Familiar Diſcourſe 


—— 


wople was become New R-me, That-is, the Seat of the 
Empire was remov'd thither. 

Par. You have made this very plain to me ; What is 
the 3d Canon ? 

Min. It is the 8th. Canon of the 3d General Council 
at Eyheſus, Anno Dom. 431. It runs thus, Let the ſame 
evurſe be obſerv'd in other Dioceſſes and in all Provinces 
every where, That none of the holy Biſhops ſeize upon 
another Province, which was nat of old and from the 
berinning under his power. 

Par. This Canon needs no expoſition,, 'tis ſo evi- 
dent ; Pray, What do the Romanifts ſay to it 2 

Min. Some of them deny it to be a Canon of this 
Council, and ( as they uſually ferve any thing that is 
againit them ) have endeavour'd to ſtrike it out from 


amongſt the Acts of it. Others fay, it reſpeed 


a particular Caſe, the exemption of the Cyprian Bps. 
from the encroachments of the Patriarch of A4ntoch, 
who pretended that it belong'd to him to ordain their 
Metropolitan. Now tho' this be granted, yet the 
Decree paſling in general words, without any reſerve 
for the Bp. of Rome, mult be ſuppoſed to conclude him, 
as well as any other, to be an ambitious Uſurper, if he 
claim'd or exercisd any juriſdiction over any Church, 
that was not from the beginning under his power. 

Par. Tlus is ſo full to the purpoſe, that it way well 
be the laſt. 

Min. Yet I told you there was a fourth ; "Tis the 
28th Caron of the 4th General Council Aſſembled at 
Chalced n, Anno Dom. 451, which ordain'd, That zhe 
Bp. of Conſtantinople ſhould enjoy equal priviledges with 
the Bp. of Rome, there being the fame reaſon for the 
one as tliz other, Conſtantinople then being the Imperial 
Seat, as Rome had been. Par. 
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Par. .1 date fay the Romanifts do not let this Canon = 


paſs without ſome dirt thrown upon it, 

Min. You are a notable gueſfler ; ſome ſerve it as 
they do the forequoted Canon of the General Council 
of Epheſus, leave it out of their Editions of the Coun- 
cils ; others tell the World, That this Council was not 
free, and the Canon extorted by tumultuous Importu- 
nity, when as all the Fathers teſtified their owning of 


it by their Subſcriptions ; others, That it's ſpurious, 


and put in clandeftinely ; But how then came the 
Pope's Legats, who were preſent at the Counc, ſo ve- 
hemently to oppoſe it 2 Had there been no ſuch Canon, 


there would have been no need of ſuch an oppoſition. 


Others, That the Fathers at this Council offer d the Ti- 
tle of Supreme and Univerſal Paſtor to the Pope ; and 
all, becauſe the m_ delegated by the Pope- to in- 
form the Council againſt D-oſcorus Patriarch of Alex- 
andria, do in their accuſation againſt him, preſume to 
give their Maſter that glorious title. All are calumnies 
to beſpatter and bring into diſcredit a Canon that lies 
ſo heavy upon them and their Cauſe too. 7 
Par. Truly theſe Canons are very plain and manifeſt, 
and fully prove, not only the right of juriſdiction that 
every Church has over its own Members, but withal, 
that the Pope has no _ of juriſdiction over all. Bur 
I think there is no need of ſuch kind of proof, after ſo 
expreſs and pregnantan one from Scripture againſt St. 
Peter's Supremacy over the reſt of the Apoſtles, on 
which chiefly the Pope's is grounded. PDE 
Min. It may be not ; But -the Church of Emland 
owning the four firſt General Councils, and often ap- 
pealing to them, I was willing 'to fer you ſee what they 
fay as to this poirtt, Other Canons alſo there are very 
E 2 Ancient, 
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Ancient, founded on the Independent power every 
Church has over thoſe in Communion with her, for- 
bidding Appeals to be made to forreign and tranſmarine 
Churches ; requiring, That no perſon excluded the Com 
munion of one Church, ſhould be receiv'd by another ; But 
theſe are enough. 

Par. Now, you are among the Ancients, you may 
pleaſe tolet me ſee, what other proof there is in Anti- 
quity, That the Biſhops of Rome 1n the firſt Ages had 
no ſuch extravagant Power and Authority aver the 
Church. : 

Min, I muſt do it briefly then ; The Biſhops of Rowe 
began very: early to aſpire after it, to diſcover their 
ambitious inclinations that way ; But they were always 
withſtood, and cenſur'd for it by other Biſhops. 

Par. Are there many inftances of this nature 2: 

Min. Yes, too many ; I'l mention ſome few, and 
ſhall begin with that of Pope Yifor, Anno Dom. 196, 
who, becauſe the Eaſtern Biſhops would not comply 
with. the. cuſtom of the Church of Rome, about the 
time of keeping Eaſter, raſhly, and with a Spirit fa- 
youring too much of pride and arrogance, threw them 
under the ſentence of Excommunication. 

Par. It looks indeed like a very ſevere cenſure on fo 
{mall an occaſion. . | 

Mix. "Twas thought to be fo then by all good men; 
The whole Chriſtian World was amaz'd at it, and ma- 
ny eminent perſons, eſpecially. that meck and holy 
Bifhop /rereus, ſharply: chid and rebuk'd him for it. 

Par. This Inſtance I. have often .met with in our 

own Authors. 
' Min. T1 give you another: *Twas not long after 
this, when the Eaſtern Churches, and eſpecially thoſe 
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in Africk, thought it neceſſary that perſons Baptiz'd 
by Hereticks, ſhould be Baptiz'd anew ; Stephen then 
Biſhop of Rome. was ſo highly difpleas'd herewith, thar 
he declar'd he would hold no Communion with them, 
refusd to ſee and ſpeak with the Biſhops that were de- 


puted to give him an account of their practice, andto 
ſhew their Reaſons for it ; fell foul on St. Cyp-tas# Biſhop 
of Carthage, and Firmilian Biſhop of Ceſarea, and 
treated both with undecent language on this occaſion. 
Par. 1 wonder how theſe two eminent Biſhops re- 
ſented this hard uſage from their Brother-Biſhop. 2. 
Mix. Very grievouſly; as they had reaſon ;. both 
cenſurd him for it as done out of a proud and arro- 
ant Spirit ; and St. Cyprian afterwards calling an Af- 
Embly of Eighty ſeven Biſhops to Carthage to debate - 
this point, opened the Synod with a notable: Speech, $ynCarrt. - 
taxing the Biſhop. of Rowe. with. pride and ambition, — 
ſhewing that no one ought to make himſelf Biſhop of ® ** 
Biſhops ; that all Biſhops had equa! power in their re- 
ſpective Dioceſſes, and could no more be judg'd by 
others, than be themſelves Judges of others. | 
Par. I am glad to hear this account of St. Cyprian, 
becauſe I obſerve the Romr/ſh Authors cite him often 
on their ſide. 
Mix. I know they do; and many other Fathers alſo, 
but with what little reaſon I ſhall thew you preſently : 
However this has brought into my mind, a Saying or 
two more of. St. Cyprians to. our purpoſe ; The other Or Fon 
Ec}, 


Apoſtles, faies he, were indeed that which Peter. was, 
endowed with equal Conſortſhip of Honour and Power ; 
_ Our Lord gave to all the Apoſtles after his reſur- 
reciion an equal power, ſaying, As the Father hath ſent 
we, /o ſend I you. To the. ſame purpoſe St. Chryſoſtom, 

St, 
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Chryſ. in Sf. Paul ſheweth, faith he, that each Apoſtle did enjoy 

Gal- 2: 5. equal dignity : And yet more clearly, when comparing 

inGal.1.8. St. Peter and St. Paul together, he makes St. Paul at 
leaſt equal in Honour to St. Perer, 

Par. Theſe two Inſtances you have mentioned are 
very pat to the buſineſs ; but I have an imperfect re- 
membrance in my head of ſome Biſhop that took up- 
on himſelf the title of Univerſal Paſtor, and the Bi- 
ſhopvf Rome call'd him the forerunner of Antichriſt for 
It ; would you'd pleaſe to give me an account of that 
Story 2? | X 

Min. I deſign'd to have done it, had you not men- 
tion'd it, and 'tis this ; In the year 589. Fohn Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople, that he might bear up the better againſt 
the growing greatneſs of the Biſhops of Rome, procur'd 
for himſelf in a Synod conven'd-in that City, about 
the Cauſe of Gregory Biſhop of Antioch, the title of 
Oecumenical or Univerfal Biſhop : But this was ſo paſ- 
fonately reſented at Rome, that two Biſhops of that 
See, one after another, Pelagius and Gregory the Great, 
loaded the Title with all the names of ijgnominy qgnd 

Gres ib, TEproach that could beinvented ; and amongſt others, 
5 Þ>. 50. ſtiled it Deviliſh and Antichriſtian. 

Par. It may be after all this, the Biſhop of Conſtan- 

tinople had no ill deſign in taking the title upon him. 
1. It does not appear that he had ; But as the 
Roman Empire was then ſtiled the Univerſe, or the 


Orbis Re- whole World, and Conſtantinople the Imperial Seat ; fo 
mamas, 


5 mug. WEE the Biſhops over the great Churches in thatEm- 

yr. pire, and eſpecially the Biſhop of Conſtantinople t 
oreateſt of all, ſtiled Univerſal Biſhops ; fo that it 

thould ſeem the Biſhop of Conſtantinop/e took up that 


grext title, only the better to correſpond with the 
greatneſs 
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greatneſs of the City ore which he was Biſhop. 

Par. Then, the Biſhop of Conſtantinople took on him 
that Title rather as a badge of Honour, than any ac-- 
cefſion of power. | 

Min. Yes ſurely ; For had he deſfign'd an unlimited 
juriſdiction over the whole Church by it, it's not pro- 
bable that the Eaſtern Patriarchs and Biihops, that 
were moſt of them at that Synod, -would have con- 
ſented to it, and thereby at one c:{t have thrown away 
all their power. 

Par, I have been told, it's no unuſual thing in An- 
tiquity, for a particular Biſhop to have the title of 
Univerſal or Oecumenical Paſtor beſtowed upon him ; - 
What may be the reaſon of that? 

Min. I ſhewed you this the laſt meeting we had, 
becauſe every Biſhop is Biſhop of the Catholick Church; 
and tho' for the more advantageous governing of it, 
each Biſhop has his part particularly to overſee, yet is 
he in ſome meaſure entruſted with | the care of the 
whole ; as the: Church is but one, and the Epiſcopal 
Office one, yet cach Biſhop has the whole Epiſcopal 
power, and 1s Biſhop of the whole Church. 

Par. But if this was all the Biſhop of Conſtantinople 
aim'd at by that title, viz. greater honour and digni- 
ty ; calling himſelt the Univerſal Biſhop, as being Bi- 
ſhop of the Imperial City of the Univerſe ; What 
made the Biſhops of Rome fo to ſtorm at it, as you faid 
they did 2 . 

Min. Probably, as may be gathered from the aſpi- 
ring temper of ſeveral of the B1ſhops of that See, 'twas 
becauſe they were out-done in their own way, they 
had been long driving at that title, and another ſtept 
4n before them, and run away with it, = 
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Par. *Twas not then, I percetve, the title they fo 
much quarrel'd with, as the perſons that wore it ; Had 
the Biſhops of Rome had-it conferr'd on them by a 
Synodical Canon, it would have been but a very be- 
coming and graceful title ; but they being paſt by, and 
others crown'd with it, it muſt be proud and ungodly. 

Min. I b*lieve,you have hit it ; That, it's very likely, 
-was the true reaſon of all rheir ſpleen and bitterneſs ; 
The title of Univerfal Paſtor was foul and abominable 
only, till the Biſhops of Rome could get :t ſet on their 
own heads ; for, as much as Pope Gregory exclaim'd 
againſt it, and condemn'd it in the Biſhop of Con/tanti- 
:#9ple, His immediate Succeſlor but one, Pope Boxiface 
the third, got it taken from the See of Conſtantinople and 
affixt to-his own of Rome. 

Par. Here was a quick change indeed from one ex- 
tream tothe other ; one Pope with all his might rail'd 
againſt it, another within Twelve Months with all his 
ſubtilty courted it ; Pray, How:came Borface by it ? 

Mm. After the baſeſt and vileft manner that can be 
thought of ; *'Twas by flattering and courting the moſt 
execrable Phocas, That moſt barbarous Traytor and 
Murderer, who by embruing his hands in the Blood of 
his Prince, and butchering his Children before his 
eyes, poſleſs'd himſelf of his Crown and Dignity. 

Par. Certainly, no Chriſtian, much leſs a Chriſtian 
Biſhop can be ſuppos'd to fawn on ſuch a Monſter. ot a 
Man as this Tyrant and Uſurper is repreſented to be. 

Min. Yet no ſooner was this abominable wretch in 
the Throne, but Pope Gregory firſt, and then Boniface 
a little after ( Sabinian that was Pope betwixt, dying 
in half a year, ſooth'd and complemented him at rhat 
rate, that one would have-thought him to have.been a 
Conſtantine or an Antonints. | Par 
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Par. So then by flattering Applications and wicked 
Compliances, a grant of it was obtain'd from Phocas. 

Min. Right : Phocas won by the dextrous Addreſles 
and fawning Inſinuations of Boniface, puts out- at laſt 
an Edict peremptorily requiring, that the Church -of 
Rome be {til'd and eſteem'd the head of all Churches, 
and the Pope Univerſal Biſhop. > 

Par.:I perceive they got it baſely, and by the Fa- 
vour of -the baſeſt of men ; Have their methods been 
any better to extend and enlarge their power and do- 
minion ? | | 

Min. No ſurely ; The Eaſtern Empire ſinking -apace 
by the ſucceſsful Invaſions of the Saracexs,and the Weſt- 
ern much broken by the irruptions of the Lombards, 
the Biſhops of Rowe ever watchtul to ſerve themſelves 
of all occurrences, took the opportunity while the 
Emperors hands were full, to play a game for them- 
ſelves; and what by the bounty of ſome Princes, - par- 
ticularly of Pepin King of France, who gave them the 
Lands his Father Charles had won from the Lombards; 
and by the weakneſs and timorouſneſs of others em- 
brail'd in forreign Wars, or diſtracted with Civil Com- 
motions, they have at laſt rais'd themſelves to that 
height of Power and Authority, as to be able toLord 
it over Gods Heritage, and to give Laws, a new Faith, 
I had almoſt ſaid, a new Goſpel to the Chriſtian World. 

Par. Sir, Tam very much engag'd to you for this 
Diſcourſe ; you have made it very plain, that the Su- 
premacy of Power and Juriſdiction the Pope claims 
over all other Churches, is illegal and uſfurp'd.* But 
tho' he has not a right of Supremacy over all Churches, 
he may have over ſome; and they tell us his claim to 
the Engliſh Church is clear and unqueſtionable. 

F Min, 
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Min. Not fo faſt ; The things they found their title 
on, are chiefly theſe*two ; Archbiſhop Wilfreds appeal- 
ing to Rome, Anno Dom. 673. and being reſtored by 
the Popes Sentence ; and Auguſtin the Monk's coming 
over hither by the command of Gregory the 1ſt to con- 
vert the Saxons ; neither bf which can do them any 
ſervice. 

Par. I know nothing of Archbiſhop W:{fred's cafe. 

Min. "Twas this in brief; He was a = Pluraliſt, 
and had engroſt into his power ſo many Benefices, that 
it became a great ſcandal to. Religion : Hereupon King 
Alfred orders him to quit ſome of them ; bat he refu- 
ſing, appeals to the Pope ; and tho' the Pope was very 
much his Friend, and often writ in his favour; yet 
was he not reſtored, tilt by his fubmiſfion and obedi- 
ence to the Kings Orders, he had made himſelf capa- 
ble of the Kings favour. You may read this at large 
in Archbiſhop Bramhall's Fuft Vindication. 

Par. Auguſtin the Monk's ſtory I am better ac- 
quainted with, and'lately read it in the cloſe of the 
Dean of St. Paul's Origines Britannice. 

Min, There indeed you have it at large, and havin 
read it fo lately, I need fay the leſs of it. It's moſt 
certain,Chriſtianity was planted in this Iſland long be- 
fore Auzu/tin the Monk ſet his foot upon it, and that 
was (as our own Hiſtorian Gz/das forms us) about the 
latter end of 7iberiw's Reign ; which ſome make to 
be five or ſix years before it was planted in Rome it ſelf, 
Who was the firſt founder of the Brittz/þ Church,is not 
ſo certain; It's enough to our purpoſe that it continued 
here in the following Ages, a free and an independent 


Church, govern'd under her own Biſhops, and ſubject 


to no. forreign juriſdiction, having Rites and Uſa- 
ges 


_— — D— 


concerning the Catholick Church. 


37 


_ 


Ufages of her own, differing from them of the Romiſh 
Church both in the obſervation of Eafter, the Admi- 
niſtration of Baptiſm, and other particulars ; a good 


Argument that ſhe had no dependance on Rome, nor + 


owed any ſubjection to her. 
Par. But was not Religion at a low ebb when A4u- 


guſtin the Monk came over 2 And did not. he recover 


and ſettle it again ? 

Min. Yes, 1t was driven up by the Pagan Saxons 
( whom the Britains had call'd in to their afſiſtance 
againft the Pifs and' Srors ) into a. torner with. the 
Bo aredias into Wales, and he, as it appears, was very 
inſtrumental to convert the Saxoxs and reſtore the Go- 
ſpel to thoſe parts of the Land where they moft inha- 
bited : But does this give him, or the Biſhop of Rome 


that ſent him, a >] waa and Jarifdiftion over us? 
Did the Brit7i/h Biſhops, feven in number, ,and the 


Chriſtian Monks that were found here, tamely ſubmit 
their necks to the Roman Yoke? Nothing leſs, They 


unanimouſly and reſolutely maintain'd the rights of 


their Church , withſtood' his ufarpation, ant would 
acknowledg no. ſubjection . but to their own Primate: 
and Metropolitan. | 


Par. You have produc'd many Canons” and” Tefti- 


morties from the Fathers againſt the Pope's: Supremacy: : 
I ſuppoſe you are not ignorant, what boaſt they mike. 
of the Fathers and Antiquity; as if they were alttor? 
it, and on their ſide; you have ſeen, I believe; . three” 
Pamphlets that- came: our lately'; I rhink the Tittes of 
them are, The Succeſfon of the Church aud. Sactamejits, 
Conſenſus Peterumby E. S. and''Nubes tiftium. © - 
* Min. Yes, and Thaveſeen, alt, ormoſtof theth An- 
ſverd'too before they:came out; artdas for what-con- 
ſry F 2 _cerns” 
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cerns the point of Supremacy we have been debating, 
you will find them fully confuted in two moſt excel- 
lent Books ; The Dean of St. Paul's Rational Account, 
&c. and Dr. Barrow's Treatiſe on, the Pope's Supremacy. 
And it*may be ſome body or other that has.time to 
ſpare,, may think.it worth. their while to conſider them 
over again. 

Par. Truly there is no need of it ;,1 have been told 
they are uſually very tardy in their quotations, That 
they oftentimes tranſlate wrong,and miſtake the Senſe, 
and in many of their Books I perceive they give us the 
Greek Fathers in Latin: But as they have ſet them. 
down, I do not fee how they. make much for their 
purpoſe. 

Miz. Do you perceive that 2 I am, upon due ex- 
amination of them, of your opinion ; I cannot ſtay 
to give. you a particular account of every teſtimony 
Cited by them ;. but, as far as I candiſcern, the whole- 
force and ſtrength of them-all together may be rank'd. 
and conſider'd under a few general heads. 

Par. I like the method very well; and fo in an- 
ſwering one, you anſwer many. 

Min. The Reads are theſe: ( 1. ) The great things. 
laid of St. Peter in the Scriptures and the Ancient Fa- 
thers. ( 2. ) The great things faid of the Church of 
Rome and the Biſhops thereof. (3.) Communion with 
the Church of Rome being ſometimes made the teſt of 
a Catholick. ( 4. ) The frequent Appeals made to 
that Church and the Biſhops thereof. ( 5. ) The An-- 
tiquity and. uninterrupted Succeſſion of. that Church. 

Par. I believe you have done them right ; Theſe. 
ſeem to contain the main of their ſtrength ; and I be- 
lieve you are able to do them right too 1n the anſwer-- 
ing them. Min. 
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Min. I muſt confeſs 'tis no hard matter for a Man 
to confute a witneſs that is not againſt him ; for theſe 
are ſuch. As for the ( 1. ) The great things faid of 
St. Peter in the Scriptures and the Ancient Fathers, 
viz, where he's call'd, the Ambaſſador, Steward or Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, a Rock on which the Church is founded, 
where the Keys of the Church are committed to him, and 
a power given him of binding and loofing, and where he's 
commanded to feed the flock ; where he's ſtiled the Head, 
the Prince, the Captain, the Preſident of the Apoſtles ; 
To this the Anſwer 1s ready and full ; the ſame things 2Cor.5.2o 
faid of him inScripture, are therein faid alſo of all the F220 
Apoſtles; And if not the ſame, yet as great things are © * 
faid of the reſt of the Apoſtles, by the Ancients, as of 
him : After all, we yield that theſe magnificent titles 
denote ſomething. of Honour peculiar to him, not « 
Supremacy, but a Primacy ; not an Authority, but a 
Precedence : not a Dominion, but-a Dignity. 

Par. As forthe ( 2d. ) Thegreat things ſpoken of 
the Church of Rome and the Biſhops thereof; wiz. 
That She's the Apoſtolick See, the Prerogative of the 
Apoſtles Chair, the Principal Church, and the more pow- 
erful Principality, and the like, I will not trouble you 
for an Anſwer, I have heard it often given, and I think 
it ſatisfactory. | 

Min. I ſuppoſe you mean, becauſe Rome was the Im- 
perial Seat, and upon that account was that Church, 
and the Biſhop of it in-power, and riches and intereſt, 
in rank, and ſplendor, and dependences, much fſupe- 
rior to all others. | 

Par. Yes, I mearr that; and for the ſame reaſon, 
when the Seat of the Empire was tranſlated to Con- 
ſtantinople, did that See {et up to vie with the Roman, 
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and - had an equality of Honour conferr'd upon Her. 
Min. There may yet be another reaſon given of it.; 
viz. Becauſe the Romany Church was founded by thoſe 
two moſt eminent Apoſtles, St. Peter and St. Paul, 
( tho' neither the one nor the other, it may be;was for- 
mally Biſhop of it ) Now out of love and honour to 
their memories. might the Ancients ſpeak fo many big 
and ſwelling things of the-Church planted by them, 
-gnd of its Biſhops. | | 
Par. I had gotten over this Stile pretty well without 
your help ; but Ithink the ( 3d ) particular is not fo 
eaſy ; Pray, Why was the Faith of the Church of Rome 
-made the teſt of Catholiciſm, and Communion with 
that Church, of Catholicks? | 
Min, Had you been never 1o little converfant in 
- Church Hiſtory, this would as little, have puz]'d you 
as the other ; "Twas becauſe the Church of Reme kept: 
her ſelf, for ſome conſiderable time longer, pure and 
untainted, whileft moſt of the Eaſtern Churches were 
more or leſs defil'd with Herefy : Here was the true 
folid Grain growing without. the mixtures of the 4r:ar 
Tares; and therefore to. Her did the Fathers in their 
Diſputes with Hereticks and Schiſmaticks. frequently 
Appeal, as, a, true Carholick Church, that-ftill held the 
true Catholick Faith ; But becauſe ſhe was once a chaſt 
and undefild.. Church, does:it follow that, ſhe muſt-be 
always ſo 2 Moſt certainly: the Church of Rome has 
been. {o; chang'd 4nd: alter'd ſince, ſodiſeas'd and de- 
fornd, that the cannot be known to be her ſelf. 
Par. I think they lay a great ſtreſs upon the (4th) 
Head, The frequent Appeals: that have been-made- to 
that Gharechi, 


Min. 
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Min. They have little reaſon fo-ta dp; for all the 
Appeals ( till the. after encroachments and uſurpations 
of that See ) that were made to the Pope, were nor, 
as to a Governor ſet over all, who by his Authority 
_ command juſtice o - _ (wn the Fathers, 
. and St. Cyprian particularly fo often and zealoufly de- 
claim a ) but as to a Brother and a Friend of In- 
nocence, that was moſt able to afford relief and fuc- 
cour to the injur'd and oppreſsd : They dicl not Ap- 
peal to his Bar to right them, but fued to his kindneſs, 


to own them and their Cauſe. Of fo great power and . - 


intereſt was'the Biſhop of that Church, by reafon of 
his nearneſs to the Court, and his reſidence in that 
wealthy and populous City, that every one was ready 
to court him, and on every occaſion to fly to his Pa- 
tronage, knowing well, which fide he took would go 
far to weigh down the ballance : But at firſt, whenever 
he thought fit to interpoſe, it was in the nature of a 
Friend, and not as a Judge; by way of Counſel and 
Advice, and not of Sentence and Judgment. 

Par. The laſt Head you mention'd they cite the Fa- 
thers for, is the Antiquity and uninterrupted Succefii- 


on of the Churcl: of . Rome ; But I confeſs I am to ſeek - 


how Succeſſion and Antiquity can give Supremacy. - 


Minx. So am I too; It's true, the Ancients in their 


Diſputes with Schiſmaticks, eſpecially the Dowat#fs, 
ſomerimes made uſe of this Argument againſt them, 


That they were but, as it were,of yeſterday, and could 
derive no Succeſſion from the Apoſtles ; whereas the 


Orthodox Churches were of long ſtanding, and they 
could trace their Biſhops backward fromone to ano» 
ther, till they came to the firſt Founder and Planter of 
them ; and becauſe the Church: of Rowe was, at the 

time 


— 
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time of the Donati/ts, the moſt clear and uninterrupte 
ed in this point of Succeſſion, they were wont to in- | 
ſtance in Her particularly ; but ſuppoſing the Church 
of Rome was now the only Church that could thew a 
Succeſſion, ( as the is not, for the Greet Church and 
the Briztiſh Church can ſhew it as well as ſhe ) How 
does Succeſſion prove the Pope's Supremacy.-2 or the 
want of it prove a Church,-no Church 2 May nor a 
Man be acknowledg'd to be a. true Son of Adam, tho' 
he cannot name all his progenitors that came betwixt 2 

Par. It may be it is, becauſe that Church is yet in . 
being, and God has promis'd that' his Church ſhall 
never fail. 

Min. But becauſe ſhe is not yet deſtroyed, does it fol- 
low ſhe never ſhall be 2 It is an evident demonſtration 
indeed of the wonderful patience and forbearance of 
God towards a very degenerate and deprav'd-Church, 
but can be no Argument for the goodneſs of a'Church, 
or for the. perpetual duration of it. 

Par. Sir, I think you have omitted one thing which 
they plead, and then [I ſhall eaſe you of your trouble ; 
Some of the Fathers, St. Cyprian eſpecially, ſtile the 
See of Rome, The Chair of St. Peter, and tell us, that 
that Chair is but one, and from it ſprang the unity of the 
Prieſthood ; How are theſe expreſſions to be under- 
ſtood 2 | 

Min. I thank you for putting me in mind of it ; 


- They are Optatus's words as well as St. Cyprian's; and 


the true ſenſe of them is this; That as the Epiſcopal 


. Office is byt one, and the whole power of it put into 


the hands of every Biſhop, ſo each Church had but one . 
Bp. or one gay in Chair, the better to preſerve Uni- 


ty, and this was the original or fountain of Prieſthood, 
to 
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to all -the Cl within its juriſdidtion ; ſuch was 
Rome the one Chair of St. Peter, tho' that Church 
was founded by $t: Faul allo, yer forunity ſake, only 
one Epiſcopal Chair was ſet up , and one Epiſcopal 
Saccefſion preferv'd, mb fromcit cheunity' of the Prie(t- 
hood was derived: into all parts within thar.See or.Pa- 
'triarchate. 
'Par. I perceive you limt. thoſe woOrds,. frow whous 
the axity: of the. Prieffhood firſt began, to thole places 
within the Biſhop. of Rume's Juriſdiction. 2 
Mix. Polidone Yirgil does fo ; for fa be, it's ve EO Li 6 


Clear that war de was very orde inted at Fe- rec 

xuſalem,. Þ before. St. Peter came a dy as, e Ae 

younger may have the. better fortune, become 

; ke, and take place of the Elder, but 

ſhe cannot 'make her1&f born Pl and of the longeft 

"ſta | There, being'Churches compleatly formed, 

before the Roman was in. being .{he-could. not. be. the 

" . al of Prieſthood. ts Roms ST rae 4 
ental a TRE ges ro W Sr 08 rich 

Church, ſhe a ara 7 this Primacy of 

Heogur apd. Dink way at, een time, and. for that 

| Yiel lea 


Fekl corHer by the Churches. 
Se ths th rieſthood one, may be'ſaid 
firll at Romeo, for the fame reaſon that the Ro- 


man iecall'd the firſt Church, in'regard of the dignity 
of it, as. being enced of Chriſt's Churc 

Cathalick ; but yet there may bea firſkamongſt equals, 4 
and a Man may be above Thouſands in honour. and - 
dignity, over whom. he bas no abſolute command or _ 
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Shewing that the Scriptures, and not the 
Church, are the Rule of Faith. 


Par. C1R, I think your Diſcourſe the other day 

made it very plain, That the Church of 
Rome is not the Catbolick Church. Pray, What Church 
do the Romaniſits mean, when they ſay that the Church 
is the Rule of Faith? | we 

Min. They mean their own particular Church, and 
call it the Catholick : But you have heard upon what 
grounds we deny it, and I am glad they appear'd clear 
and convincing to you. | Ga 

Par. I fancy, if you will not allow their Church to 
be the Catholick Church, their Zeal will not be fo hot 
for the Church's being the' T/nerring Oracle of Truth, 
and Infalible Decider of C erty A 

Min. 1am of your mind; for in my Conſcience, the 
Holy Catholick Church in all Ages, eſpecially in the 
firſt, that were neareſt the Fountain of Truth, and fo 
could beſt difcern truth from falſhood, never held the 
fame Faith and Doctrine that the Church of Rome does 
NOW. E 

Par. But taking the Church to be meant of the 
True Catholick Church of Chriſt ; Is ſhe to be admit- 
ted to be the Rule wc Faith ? 4 

Mir. No, We have, as we ought, ave t VE- 
neration for Her, and pay all due deferraco'to her 
jadgment, and are confirm'd in the Faith by the Te- 
Rimony and Witneſs ſhe bears to it ; but the Rule ſhe 


Judg'd 
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dg'd by was,the Dodtrine of Chriſt by Gods appoint- 
jug chmmiteed to Writing, and that muſt be ours : 
Andif not the Carholick Church, much leſs the Church 
of Rome, which I have ſhewn' is but one part of it, 
and that a very corrupt too. 
Par, But this being the Foundation on which the 


whole Fabrick of their Religion! is built, methinks they 


ſhould be able to fay a great deal for it. - 
© Min, What that is, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 

and. at the fame time ſhew you the weakneſs you, 
But before we enter upon that, 'twill not be amiſs that 

we fix the terms of the Queſtion.: - | 
Pa If you pleaſe.. But I think there is no great 
difficulty in that ; By Faith, I ſuppoſe, is meant the 
Belief of the whole Chriſtian Do@rine reveald by 
Chriſt to his Apoſtles, and by them deliver'd to vs : 
And by Rule, that thing, whereby we know what is 
the Chriſtian Dodtrine, and what is'not.” 
- Min. You have exprefsd it well enough ; Now this 

Rule, the Reformd fay, is the Scriptures 'only ; ; The 
Romaniſts, the Church. 


Par. How may the Scriptures be.prov'd to be the 


compleat and only Rule of Faith ? 

Min. Indeed, *tis ſo plain, it needs no proof; and 1 
am ſure you have ao. doubt of it. . 'Tis- manifeſt 
from their own teſtimony, and there are many colla- 
teral proofs beſides. What did the Hare roy omg 
preſerve with more care; than theſe Divine Writ; 
What did their Perſecutors. more 'induſtriouſly ſeek _ 
deſtroy, than the Bible > What was recknins a a clearer 
ſign 0 p falſe Chriſtian, : thani to deliver up. this Book 
to be burat ? Did not Believers in thoſe times count it 
a delivering up' their _—_ Did they not _— 

thoſe 


S 


_— 


_ 
IF 


"Mc. a ©) 24 = VIw "ne Won Wegener 
* 


— — CA —— 


Rats Dian — 


T-atorer choſe withithe odinasioanc of Darvon of cher Bo-- 


ligion, that did it >' Have not-the Doctors of theChurch 
in all Ages appeald. towhis for the Truth .of their 
Dodtrine.? Have they not, with this Swrd of the Spi-- 
rit, encountred all the Errors -and Hereties that ſprung . 
up in ithe Church? And did they not ever account it 
2 main-part of their Office ad Function to Expound: 
and apply it to the people? All-which put together, 
ſeem to'beaclear and full evidence, That the'Scriptures 
contain in them the full Will of God concerning the 
Salvation of Man.  - = aednd 

Par. But theſe yan daid-were' not the main Argue. 
ments, but only, like 'fo many ſypernumerary Auxili- 
aries, of which there waxe no need. You were 
mentioning ſomeothers:? 

34. I'was 10; And they are taken from the Scrip- 
tures 'themſelves, and the Joint cancurrent teſtimony 
of the Catholick Ghureh.  - | 

Par. 1 think ,'tho' the —_— xall not grant ;the- 
Scripturesto containtthewhole Will of God, yet they 
own them to. be the Word of Gpd; and therefore. an: 
Argument from thence will be af as great force to.them 
as to us. = 4 & 

Miz. It ought tobe ſo ; And can any thing beclear-. 
er than theſe two Texts:to this purpoſe; Foh. 20. za,. 
31. Theſe things are written, that ye might believe that 
Feſus is the Chrift the8on of God, and that beliewing, ye 
might have life through ba: name. 2 Tim. 3.1 546,17» 
And that froms child thow baft known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able'to make: thee wiſe emto ſalvation, tl 
Faith which is: ChriftiJefus ; At Scripture 15 giuen-by 
#nſpiration_ of: God,” and w projitable' for dofirine, | for 
reproof , for :correltion, for inſtrattion in. righteonjne 

that. 
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that the man of .Ged. be perfet, th furniſted TIE. 
muto all good works... wk gy SL 
Par;- Theſe are" very: -plajo, and nothing. needed to 
be ſaid-after them; hut becauſe rhey boaſt o'much of 
Antiquity and Tradition, youunay pleaſe 1othew what- 
they ſpeak for us in ithss\pant. | 
#fn. Youmnuft: preg [ſhould produce all. 
the Teftimonics.of the Ancients to.this purpoſe. ' Ma- 
ny of our Learned :men heve done it to my hand; 
and { wiſh:youd>grive .me Jfeave: to refer-you. to\two- Sk 
grentenentialeed; wha have donethis work chroughly, - 1 
and beyond :cantradiction:::Dr. 7:dot. \Rule of Faith, 
Part/.4. Set; 2. and Dr. Stif. Rational Account, Parr © 
I thy IT. P.26L- | 
* Par: Howeveryou may plenke to give o:al of one 
ortwo. £ 
Mars. TL will :then; and hey ſhall þe of. x ho ſh 
livd near, ornot far remote from the wy! 
And we ſhall find all of '\them fix,on- the 
and:not one mention: the, rein any 
Church; much-icſs the Rewan, as-the -only; 
whereinto Faith is to'be: reſaly'd 4; remieus tells;us, rib. 2: c 
That the Scriptures: are perfect; as ſpoken from the 47: 1.3, c- 
Word of God and his'Sprrit; and that they axe. the ': 
top eminſe 2 Pallar of- = _ ona ang WIi- Irrowb.. 
— retick, who--afſerted =d Feras 
that * all thing) ;were made of ſome *** 
ſubject —_— fHath Tor: words, Let thyfe of Hermo- 
bi Shop fhew-that it # written : Jf #t be not writ- 
ten, let them fear that woe which is allotted toſuchas add 
ior tate. avay.. Anb'in'the fame place makes thispro- 
Jeſſon-for himſels, 7 adare the. fubneſs.vf. the Scripture. ad 
St. Bafil 1s alfo full to' this purpole, 1t is a-manefejt fall 0 ior 


ZHg, nem, 
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Baſil.&- ug from the Faith, ſaith he, either to rejeft any of thoſe 
_ points that are written, or to bring, in any of thoſe things 
Greg. N. that are not written. St. Gregory Nyſſen, In that only 
X _= on the Truth muſt be acknowledged, wherein the Seal of the 
2. p. 639. Scripture Teftimony is to be ſeen, Clemens Alexandrinus 
Cl. Alex. calls the conſent of the' O/d and New Teſtament, The 
Strom. 2+ rclefraſt ical Canon, and the Touchſtone of True and Falſe. 
Se. Cbryſ. St.'Chryſoſtome, The moſt exalt Balance, Square and Rule 
Hom. EM of Divine Verity. Vincentius Lirinenfis, faith, That 
24 Cor. the Cantor Rule of Scripture is perfeft, abundantly ſuf- 
Vin. Lir. ficient init ſelf for all things; yea, . more than ſufficient, 
farisfuper- Thefe may ſuffice, as you Jefird , ſor ataſt; I have re- 
que ſuffi- " | 
ciar.Cone. ferr'd you, where you may have a more perfect Ac- 
hzr. c. 2. count. ; . 2/4. ES. s 
Par. I ſee plainly both Scripture and Antiquity give 
it for the Written Word to be the Rule of Faith ;- Pray, 
upon what- account do the Pap#fs attribute it:to'the 
Church > | | | 
- Mir, Upon this twofold Account ; both as, they 
pretend, 'ſhe is the only fate Repoſitory and. Conſervator 
of certain unwritten Traditions concerning this Faith, 
and the only fure and Iufallible Tuterpreter of thoſe 
that are written, A 
| Par. Do they wholly exclude the Scriptures? 
Regula f- #47. No, not in- words, but in efſet they do; 
ecinont®-. They make-it: but an obſcure part. of the Rule ; Tra- 
partialis. dition: i to- ſupply-its "deficiency, and the Interpreta- 
ou lib.4.-tzon of the Church, its obſcurity. 


6 buy = Par. What do they mean by their. unwritten Tradi- 


Scripro. t10Ns? | A. 2 

. -  Min,Certain Dodtrinesand Articles of Faith deliverd 
by Chriſt and his Apoftles, that were never commit- 
ted to writing, but left in the Cuſtody of the Church, 


to 
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to be tranſmitted to Poſterity by word of Mouth ; 

And theſe, the Council of 7rent.ordaing tobe receiv d Sell 4-/ 
with the ſame Religjous reverence and affetion, as we do wy 
the Scriptures themſelves. . ; 

Par. But does not the Apoſtle exhort the 7heſſalo- 
niaus, to hold the Traditions which they had been taught, 
whether by word or writing, x Thell, 2.1 5 2 
Mis. The Scriptures then might not be all written, 
the Apoſtles being all or many of them living: Sr. 
Paul liad taught the 7heſſaloniays before, many neceſ- 
fary Truths, which he did not mention in this Epiſtle ; 
but they being ſure that all proceeded from the ſame 
Infallible Spirit that was in him, the one: was equally 
to be held faſt, and adher'd to_ with the other : The 
whole Chriſtian Doctrine, when firſt Preach'd by our 
Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, was unwritten ; ſome 
parts of it were-written before others, and fome 
Churches had them before.others;. but.it 'was not. 1 
—_— the whole was compleatly written and deliver'd 
to all. | EF | 

Par. It ſeems indeed, . Had not God been: pleasd to 
have orderd the whole. Chriſtian DoQtrine tobe put 
into Writing, we ſhould not at this'diſtance have been 
at fo great a certainty, what is Goſpel, and what not. 

Min. At ſo great a certainty, fay you 2 Weſhould 
have been at a great loſs, and the whole DoEtrine of 
the Goſpel endanger by multitudes of Novelties and 
pretended Apoſtolical "Traditions. - The Devil very 
early put men upon this Trade, firſt to broach new 
Doctrines, and then (to gain credit and reputation to 
them ) to entitle them to ſome Apoſtolical Man or 
-other, that were contemporaries with the Apoſtles, or 
livd not long after: them... - , | 

| ar. 
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Par. Can you produce any Inftances: of. this kind> 
Did this way of corrupting the/Faitho begin ſo ſoon 2. 

Min. Yes truly, The Apofttes: were: ſcarce obld in; 
their Graves, when another Dadtrine, that-whet they 
Preach'd,was publiſh'd'and father'd upon:them;and had 
not. the true been committed: to: Writing, in: all; likeli» 
hood, without. the' extraordinary Mercy of: God,;. it 
had- long before now: been loſt and buried under hea 
of Traditionary Forgeries: How ſaom did the M/z- 
»ary Opinion ſpring up? how faſt did it. grow and 
ſpread, and how long continue > Papias. affirming he 
had ir from thoſe who' conversd with: the Apoſtles; 
What. mighty difference was there betwixr the Eaſt 
ern and Weſtern Churches about. the- time: of keeping 
of Eaſter, whilſt each pretended' an Apoftolical Tray 
dition for their. own Cuftom? Others there were about 


the time our Saviour lived, : and about the:time of his 

c&& Miniſtty/; but theſe are enough to ſhew, 'Thax 
if Unwritten Doftrines were fo ſoow after the: Apoſtles 
death laid at their doors, that were none of theirs, 
what little credit and truſt. is tobe giver; to thoſe that 
have- been invented fince; . even ity. thee latter Ages; 


x , } ? 


and attributed: tothem 2 rol 3 no | 
NR) oy But do-the Reform'd rejeftall'Eraditions whats 
_ | 

Mir. No. All the moſt Learned of the Reformed, 
and particularly thoſe of' de Church of! Eng/ard,, have 
2 great  veneration for what is! truely Primitive, and 
Ancient, _ held: by the we _ in-the-firſt 
Ages ; whether they: be expoſitions of Scripture, Sym- 
bok of Faith, Devotional Hymns, Forms of Prayer, 
or Decrees of Councils that were free: and:Qtcument- 


cal, for the ending of Controverſies: un: matters of 
Faith, 
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Faith, 'or Eſtabliſhing Rites and' Ceremonies for the 
more decent and orderly management of* Eccleſiaſti- 
cal affairs. 

"Par. I ſuppoſe every thing, that by evident reaſon 
may bedrawn from Scripture, tho” not expreſs'd in it, 
that's not contrary to it, and what neither in its na- 


ture nor conſequence tends to corrupt the true Catho- 


lick Faith. 
' Min. Yes, every Tradition of that ' nature ; 'and 
there- is great reaſon we ſhould have reſpect to ſuch ; 


for when we ſee how the Fathers expounded Scripture 


at the beginning, *and'what*-were the Afticles of their 
Faith, it cannot but be a great ſtrengthening and 
- confirmation of -ours; and the Orders and Canons left 
by them,” are ſo many helps and directions to Gover- 
nors nm ſucceeding Ages, what they may, and what 
they ought'to do to preſerve the Faith and the Unity of 
the Church. Tito. | 


Par. I perceive you limit the Traditions you allow - 


of,*to thoſe of the ' whole Catholick Church, and efpe- 
cially to that in the firſt Ages. 


- Mix, 1do fo,” and:thoſe we contend for triore-earn- 


eſtly than the Romariſts do ; they confirm us in many 


of our own DoCctrines, which, * tho' they may be ga- 


thered out of Scripture, yet are not laid down there 
in ſo many words; ſuch 'as Infant-Baptiſm and the Di- 
vine Right of Epiſcopal Authority above Presbyters ; 
and they confirm us againſt many-of the Church of 
Rome's, which, as they have no Foundation in Scrip- 
ture, ſo have'not the leaſt countenance from Primitive 
Fraditions, as, I think, was made evident at our laſt 
meeting,: inthe point of the Pope's Supremacy, 


H Par. 
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Par. Are all others then - to be ſuſpeced-, whe- 
ther their Authors be private Doctors or particular 
Churches 2 | 
Min. Yes, to be ſuſpected, but not preſently to-be 
condemn'd without Examination ; ſo faras their Tra- 
ditions agree with the Written Word, and thoſe of the 
Cathilick Church, we approve of them ; but then 'tis 
not/ for any virtue derived on them from the Autho- 
rity, of their reſpe&tive Authors, but for their own 
fake, and the fake of the Scriptures to-which. they 
are conformable ; but if they haye, not_ the Ancient 
Catholick Stamp and Image. upon, them,. they are to 
be diſown'd as Illegitimate, and to-be.caſt-out ; and of 
this ſort ſeem to be thoſe additional. 7rext-Doftrines, 
invented by particular. 'men to ſerve_ a turn, to 
promote the Intereſts of . that Church, and them Eſ- 
pous'd and Adopted by the; Church; as Catholick, and 
—_— on the World in a blind undiſcerning Age as 
uc 5s . 1 
. Par. This ſeems to be a ſevere charge, but 1 fappoſe 
you ſpeak not without grounds. ,. - 1 
. Min.. You may, be fure of it; for they are certainly 
ſuch as contradict- the Scriptures, which they. own-to 
be. the word of God, equally. - with their Traditions ;- 
and therefore both. cannot be true; the Chriſtian, Ve- 
rity; is but, ong,, and:cannat; be contrary; 49, it felt ;. ei- 
ther. the, Scriptures or their Traditions; ars miltaken, 
and muſh be. rejeQed,  - - | | | 
Par. But,. they ſay, we. take . the-Scriptures-upon; 
the credit of the. RomayChurch,, and why. then.do we: 
fackmorouſly,cry down; their Tragitions:; may- they 
yot be belieyed-in- ang; thing as well as; anather 2 
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- Min. That's a very. great miſtake ; *tis upon the 
Credit of the whole Church of Chriſt, that we receive 
and embrace them, * whereof the Rowan Church is but 
a part; they were committed at firſt to every particu- 
lar Church in the World to be carefully preſerv'd, that 
they might (neither be corrupted nor loſt ; and we 
have the ſuffrage of all and every one of them for the 
Canon of it ; unleſs we can think that all the Churches 
in the World could: conſpire to —_—_— upon us,” we 
are ſafe; and upon confidence they did not, we receive 
them : let them ſhew us the fame concurrent Teſtimo: 
ny of the Catholick Church for their Traditions,and we'll 
receive them too.  - Tos pee th 

Par. *Twas then the Catholick Church that made the 
Canon of Scripture. h | 

Min. You muſt take me right. "Tis not the Autho- 
rity of the Church that gives the Scripture its Autho- 
rity, but the Divine and inſpired Authority whence 
they proceeded ; knowing them to have been indited 
by the Holy Spirit in Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
finding by comparing the ſeveral Copies lodg'd in the 
keeping. of the ſeveral-Churches, how exactly they 
did an{wer to, and agree with one another, ſhe declard 
them to be Canonical,and bote witneſs to their Divine 
authority. 

Par. However the Church of Rome was one that 
'gave in her Teſtimony for the Canon of the Scrip- 
ture. 

Min. Yes, but, we have reaſon to bleſs God, ſhe 
. was not the only one that was the Keeper of the 
Divine Writings ; ſhe. has ſo corrupted them fince, 
men would have been apt to have ſuſpected, the had 
forg'd thein at firſt ; The has not only added many A- 
X H 2 pocryphal 
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pocryphal Books . to. the Holy Canon, but-.ſo abuſed : 
the Canonical, that we muſt ceaſe to wonder at.-theix - 
Religion being different,from ours, ſince their Bible is 
not the ſame. —__ In os 
Par. T hope you do not ſpeak this without Book ; 
one would be ſure of it before he lays ſo great a crime 
to their charge... . POO ng ne RENT 
Miz, You ſhall judg of it your ſelf,” in Gey. 3. 15, 
that they might force the Text to give; fome counte- . 
nance to that extravagant Honour and Worſhip they 
pay to the Bleſſed Virgin, inſtead of that or he, they 
Tranſlate ſhe ſhall 7 3 thy head, -. Learned men well 
know how full of Errors a. vulgar Latin Edition is, 
and yet _the-7reut-Council made. it the only.Authen- . 
tick one, and ſome of that Communion priſe it above 
the. Original ; who can compare the two. Bibles put 
out by Foſs two Popesnot long after one. another,Pope 
Sixtus the. 5th, and Pope Clement the 87h, each duly 
Authoriz'd by each Pope, with a. curſe-to every one 
that ſhould.uſe any other, and not-perceive the many 
corruptions of both, and the palpable contradiAtions in - 
each to one another. = © 
Par. IT did not know. before, that they had thus 
ſerv'd the Bible, but I have often heard how bold they 
have made with the Writings of the Fathers ; a late . 
ingenious Author hath told us what they have done 
to St. Chryſoſtom's Epiſt. to Ceſarius for being againſt 
their Do&trine of 7ranſub/tantiation. Me. 
Min. It's very true, Some .of the S:rboun Doors 


cut it out of the Greek Edition of Pa/ladius, publiſhed 


by Monfieur Bigo?, 1680. The very original Leaves,” 
as they were ras'd out, are in the hands of a Learned 
man I could name_ to you., I muſt not ſtay to ſhew 
| you. 
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you, what ſpurious Treatiſes -have been.composd by 
them, . and father'd upon men of Name and Antiquity; 
How. they .have put the gennine works of many. of 
the Fathers into the Inquiſition, and rack'd and tor- 
turd them to ſpeak on their ſide. How. in ſome places 
Sentences have been foiſted in; in-others, Paſſages left 
out, Words chang, .and Points: alter'd, and all' ts 
eſtabliſh' and ſpread the Papal Pride and Uſurpation : 


Inſtances of every particular hereof, more than a few, 
are to be found in Dr. James's learned Treatiſe of the. 


Corruption of Scripture, Pathers and Councils. 

* , Par. IT have heard that-Book often mention'd, but 
never ſaw it ; Pray, Is.it in Engliſh > And what's the 
deſign of. it? EI RE 


Min. Te is in Engliſh, and'a very uſeful Book : He - 


yes us an account of no leſs than 187 Treatiſes that 
ave been forg'd by Papiſts, and ſcatter'd abroad under 
the names of the Ancient Fathers ; turns us to no leſs 


than 50 places of the True Fathers that have been - 


corrupted by them ; ſhews us the infinite wrong their 


 Tndices Expurgatorii have done to innumerable Au- - 


thors both Ancient .and Modern, not ſparing the very 


Bible it ſelf. . 


Par. I think yon have made it. very evident, . That 


the Church, upon the account of her Traditions, is not - 
the Rule of Faith ; and truly after all the noiſe the - 


- Church of ,Rowe makes abont them, ſhe does not, as L 
have been told, think fit to ſtick to it her ſelf. 


Min. it's true,. there have been ſo many claſhes and 
fallings out betwixt their Apoſtolical Traditions,that to 


keep peace amongit them, they are forc'd to fly to the 


judgment of the preſent Church, to determine which - 
is the true Chuld, and which the counterfeit. . Dipping. 
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the perſon three times in Baptiſm, in fignification of the 
Bleſſed Trinity, Giving the Euchariſt to Infants, Ad- 
miniſtring Baptiſm only at Eaſter aud Whitſuntide, were 
once eſteemed Ancient and Apoſtolical Traditions ; 
now in as little uſe amongſt them, as amongſt us. The 
| $r.Ferom Epiſtle to the Hebrews for near 400 years together was 
in Ya. C. rejected by them, tho' now for a much longer time it 
Gratian. has been receiv'd as Canonical. Pope Gelaftus call'd it a 
* _ Grand Sacriledg to deny the Cup to the Laity ; The 
way > © Council of Trent now Anathematiſes thoſe that hold 
it neceſſary : Pope Gregory condemn'd the Title of 
Pniverſal Paſtor as Antichriſtian; Pope Boniface the 3d 
as greedily catcht at it, and all his Succeflors glory in 

it, as the top and flower of the Papal Dignity. 

Par. Then they do with their Traditions as they do 
with the Scriptures, put what ſenſe they ue upon 
them, and neither the one nor the other ſignifies any 
thing, till the Church has firſt Catechiz'd them, and 
taught them what to ſay. | 

Min. "Tis juſt ſo; When all is done; tho' for the better 
grace of the thing, they may pretend great regard to 
Scripture and Tradition in what they hold for Articles 
of Faith ; the Definition of the Church, - which the 
muſt have Infallible, is with them the only and'whole 
Rule, and all their Faith is built on that Foundation. 

Par. What do they mean by the Church, to which 
they attribute ſuch an Infallible Spirit 2 In what part 
of the Church do they place it ? 

Min. Truly, you muſt not expect that I ſhould tell 
you this, for they cannot tell themſelves ; ſometimes 
tis in the Church Virtual, the Pope, the viſible head of 
it; ſometimes in the Church Repreſentative, a General 
Council ; ſometimes in both, a Couficil with the Pope 

Pre- 
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preſiding in it. The truth is, 'tis with the Pope and'a 
General Council, catch as catch can; ſometimes the 
one, and ſometimes the other has been uppermoſt, ac- 
cording as the Pope's Power and Intereſt was in the 
full or wane : The Council of Co»/farce decreed in fa- 
your of a General Council, the Council of ' Lateray, in 
favour of the Pope; both have had their turns, and 
both have their parties and abettors. 
' Par. Werel a Romani/t, T ſhould befor the Pope; F 
defire to be excuſed from naming allmy Reaſons; Bus. 
why ſhould nor this be thought a gobd'one? Is it'not 
reafonable to lodge the Inſaltibility where they fix the 
Supremacy 2 For his Holineſs cannot but know that 
his Supremacy is clipt, whilſt the jadgment of 'one or 
many together, is tobe taken and -preterr'd before his: 
Min. There 1s — in what you ſay; but fo 
many Popes have been ſuch ignorant- and lewd. per- 
ſons, ſome guilty of Hereſy, ſome of Atheiſm, ſome 
of Debauchery, as mightbe inſtanc'd in-Ziberius, Yi- 
gilius, Honoriug, Adrian, Hildebrand, and'others; that 
all of they have-not the face to ſay; Popes cannot err, 
whohaveaQually err'd in a very Mer es often; 
They have therefore-compounded the matter, eſpeci- 
ally their late Authors, and have plac'd it in the Defi-. 
nitions and: Decrees: of a General'iCouncil, confirm'd 
and ratified-by-the Pope. 
-. Par: But have- not General: Councils. contradicted! 
one another as well'as Popes | 
' Min. They muſt confeſs this too ; The: th General 
Council of Conſtantinople,” held-in the year of our-Lord: 
755, and in the- 3th year- of Conſtantine Copronimus, 
whereat were preſent 338 Biſhops, condemn'd the uſe 
of Images in- Churches- on- any. account whatſbever ,. 
| as 
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as a Cuſtom - borrow'd from” the Pagans, juſtifies her 
Decree þoth from Scripture,” Reaſon, and Ancient Fa- 
thers, amongſt whom, Euſebius Pamphil:'s Epiſtle to 
Conſtantia the Empreſs, deſiring the Image of Chriſt to 
be ſent her, is moſt worthy our notice and obſervation. 
Hit. What Image of Chriſt do you mean? Of his Divine Na- 
Mes tare? That cannot be had : As no Man knoweth the Fa- 
c.9, ther but the Son, ſo no Man knoweth the Son but the Fa- 
ther. Of his Human Nature ? Underſtand, That the 
ſplendor and ſhining brightneſs of his glorified Body, can- 
not be repreſented with dead Colours and ſhining Pittures. 
But the ſecond Council of Nzce, about: 33 years after, 
In the 8th year of the Reign of /rexe nl her-Son Con- 
ſautine,conſiſting of 350 Bps. with as much zeal deter- 
min'd for images, not only that they ſhould be receiv'd 
into Churches, but | be adored and worſhipped there. 
To this Council did Adrian Bp. of Rome fend an Epiſtle, 
approving the Worſhip of Images ; and ſeveral Bps. that 
had condemn'd. them in the Council of Conſtantinople, 
here recanted their Opinion, and beg'd pardon. 
Par. I remember you ſhewed me betore, - how the 
Decrees 'of the Council of Conſtance and Laterax were: 
at Sword-pike with one another,.in the point of Syupre- 
macy. 
Min. I did ſo; and I was going on to ſhew you-a 
farther repugnancy of one Council to another, in the 
point of /mage-worſhip ; The great Council at PFrank- 
ford, held under Charles the Great,King of Fraxce,in the 
year of our Lord 794, ſeconded that of Conſtantinople 
againſt /mages, and that too, in ſpight of Pope Adriaw's 
Ambaſladors, whom he ſent on purpoſe to detend them; 
But the Council comparing the Adts of the Council of 
Conſtantinople and Nice together, - went a middle Way, 
' ad 
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and whilft it allow'd Images and Piftures in Churches 
for Decency and Ornament , -it ſtridtly forbid all Wor- 
ſhip and Veneration - of them as imp1ous, and againſt 

| the Law of God. In this Council all the Arguments 
brought by the 2d Council of Nice for the Adoration 
of Images, are fully refuted, and Epiphanius's Epiſtle 
to John Bp. of Fers/alem, difallowing the very bringing 
tn of Images into Churches, was recited ; but whatever 
was faid and urg'd therein againſt them, the 7rext- 


Fathers when they came, over-rul'd all, and the Coun-: 


cil of Frankford did not pull them down with more 
reaſon than that Council ſet them up again with vio- 
lence, denouncing an Anathema againſt all that dare 
refuſe to pay Worthip and Veneration to them. 


Par. Where muſt the Infallibility be now 2 Methinks 


they ſhould be atham'd to pretend to it. 

Min. They beg your pardon for that ; as a great 
man hath worded it, They are ſure they have it, tho 
they know not where to find it | 


Par. Pray, Sir, ſince they will not let this Dotrine 


go, What do they alledg in behalf of it ? 
Min.They force many places of Scripture to fpeak in 


its cauſe ; they pretend an abſolute neceſſity for irfþr 


many good purpoſes, v/z. in order to the finding out 
the true ſenſe of Scripture, to the preſerving peace 
and unity, and to the — ſchiſmsand diviſions, 
errors and hereſies in the Church. 

Par. I remember, they cite all thoſe places for it, 
where a power is ſaid to be given to the Church #o 
forgive fins, where the Miniſters of the Goſpel are 
call'd God's Fusbandmen, Labourers, Building, are faid 
to have the mind of Chriſt. | | 
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Min. But he muſt have a piercing eye that can diſ- 
cern the Infallibility of the Church in theſe Texts ; 
but ſuppoſe it might be proved from hence, what rea- 
ſon has the Church of Rome to Engroſs and Monopo- 
polize them to her {elt- 

Par. It's obviouy that they are ſpoke in general, and 
ſo concern one part of the Church as well as another ; 
but I ſuppoſe they have other Texts in ſtore, that ſeem 
to be more expreſsand particular to their purpoſe. 

Min.They often mention Mat. 16. 18. where Chriſt 
fays to St. Peter, The gates of hell ſhall not prevail a- 
. gainſt the Church; But this Text, I before ſhew'd you, 

- concerns the Church in general ; and tho' God hath 
promiſed hereby that his Church ſhall never fail.on 
Earth, yet. thoſe words do not name the way and 
means; and God can do it without the help of anIn- 
fallible Guide on Earth. | 

Par. F remember another they make uſe of ; *tis our 
Saviour's words to the Apoſtles, Matt.28. 20. 7 am with 
you always to the end of the World. BET | 

Min. This promiſe being made.to the Apoſtles fuc- 
ceſſors as well as to the Apoſtles, cannot be interpret» 

ſecure to them an Intallibility, but only a gene- 
ral aſſiſtance in the diſcharge of their Duty and Office; 
for then all the Apoſtles Succeſlors had been Infallible, 
by virtue of it, as well as themſelves; and the Gover- 
nour of the Church of Sard:s been perſerv'd trom error, 
who yet is blam'd for /e:ting go what he had recerved and 
beard, Rev. 3. 1, 2, 3. | 

Par. I will not trouble you to name the reſt, unleſs 
there-is more difficulty to underſtand the ſenſe of them, 


than of theſe, 


Min, 
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Min. Only one more, if you. pleaſe, becauſe by 
the ſound of the words it ſeems to be a little on their 
ſide. *'Tis. in 1 7m. 3. IF. where the Church zs 
called the pillar and ground of Truth, But now this, 
you muſt know, was ſpoken of the Church of Epheſus 
that hath long ſince, as many other Churches have 
done, ſinn'd away Gods Protection, and is come to 
ruine ; the meaning of the words, not ſhewing what a 
Church is in her Nature and Conſtitution, but what is 
incumbent on her as her duty , viz. To be the great 
Preſerver and Propagator of the Chriſtian Truth, like 
a Pillar with a writing fixt on it, that's viſible to all 
that paſs by it. It ſhews not what a Church is,but what 
ſhe ought to be, and is to be Interpreted like thoſe 
Texts in Mal. 2.7. The Priefs lips ſhould preſerve 
knowledg, and they ſhould ſeek the law at his mouth. That 
is, he ſhould do fo, if he does his duty ; but how often 


does he fail therein, and the truth ſuffer by-it? for - 


ſo it follows, but ye are departed out of the way, ye have © 


made many to ſtumble. Prov. 16. 10. A divine ſentence 
ts in the lips of the Kinz, his mouth tranſgreſſeth nt in 
| judzment. That is, it ſhould be ſo, but they will not 
fay 'tis always ſo, unlefs they think Kings to be Infal- 
hble too... 


Par. I perceive Scripture will do them but little ſer- 


vice; I would beglad to ſee whether they can haveany 
better luck with the reaſons they pretend to. : 

Min. They-tell us they have many,and thoſe Unan» 
ſwerable, if you'll believe them ; for without this In- 
fallible Guide, we can have no true ſenſe of Scripture, 
nor certainty of Faith. 


Par. I miſtruſted they had not much toſay, when I 


| heard you mention they talkt ſo big, If theſe be their 
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ſtrong Arguments, I do not deſpair of an Anſwer. 
Min. You need not? it's ready at hand , and what 
the meaneſt Capacity may be able to give: Are not 
all things neceſſary to Salvation plainly ſet down'in 
Scripture 2 Does not the Scripture contain the duty 
of all > And was not God able, or was he unwillin 
ſo to expreſs it, as all ſhould be capable to makerficnd 
it 2 Are not private men commanded to read, to ſearch 
the Scriptures, to prove all things, to try the Spirits, 
Men and Doctrines, that pretend to be inſpir'd, by the 
Scriptures 2 And muſt they not firſt underſtand the 
ſenſe of Scriptures before they can meaſure and judg 
of any thing by them 2 Did Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
Preach ſo as not to be underſtood by their Hearers 2 
Could they not Write as intelligibly as they Preach'd, 
efpecially ſince they wrote the tame things and almoſt. 
in the ſame form of words 2 May not 1ingle perſons 
come to the meaning and ſenfe of Scripture by the - 
fame way as the Church does > Has not God Imprints 
ed on Mens minds fuch Natural notions of himſelf, 
and of good and evil, according to which all Revelari- 
+ on is to be interpreted 2 Has he not given to all, reaſon 
to diſcern and judg 2 May not Men be skil'd in the O- 
riginal, underſtand the propriety. of the phraſe, find 
out the deſign and ſcope of the Text, have the afliſt- 
ance of God's Holy Spirit, and muſt not the Church go 
the ſame way 2 After all, may they not as well un- 
derſtand the Laws of God, as the Definitions and De» 
crees of 2 Pope or Council >. 
Par. But the Church pretcnds to ſomething farther 
and beyond al! this; To immediate Injpiration, and.Di-- 
vine Ulununation. . 


—— 
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_ Min. The beſt of it is , ſhe muſt give us ſomething 
more than her bare word, before we believe her : Can 
| ſhe prove her extraordinary Spirit by extragrdinary 
works, or a voice from Heaven 2 Is not all Enffuſiaſm 
and Quakeriſm founded on this Principle® Does pot 
this wholly ſaperſede the neceſſity of Scripture at all, 
ſince God can as eaſily reveal his mind to the Charch 
by inſpiration without Scripture, as the ſenſe and: 
meaning of the Scriptures ? - 
| Par. Certainly this is enough to convince any rea- 
Jonable Man, That the true ſenſe and meaning of the 
Scripture may be learn'd without ſuch an Interpreter ; 
That a Man's own Reaſon, aſſiſted by the help of his 
ſpiritual'Guides, conſulting the ſenſe of the Primitive 
hurch, is the beſt and ſafeſt, and a dire way to a 
right underſtanding of Scripture. 
Min. Yet there 1s one thing more that I have not 
mention'd ; If I cannot find = ſenſe of Scripture 
without this Infallible Interpreter, the Church, How 
ſhall I know what the Church is? and that the Church 
is ſuch an Infallible Interpreter > If you ſend me to. 
be inform'd by the Scriptures, I cannot underſtand 
them till the Church has interpreted them to me ; If 
you ſend me to reaſon and diſcourſe, and. fuch.other or- 
dinary means whereby other things come to be known; 
By the fame way I may find out as well the ſenſe of 
Scripture, as whois the Interpreter of them. 
Par. I remember they direct us to the Scripture to- 
find out the Church; and to the Church to fiad our 
the ſenſe of Scripture. . 
Min. Is not this to dance ir a Circle, and to prove: 
nothing ? a Sophiſm that may make mens Brains turn 


rodhd, but fot inform their Minds 2 If the Scripture: 
| m 
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muſt be known before the Church, and the Church Ze- 
fore the Scripture, neither one nor the other can be 
known,gbecauſe they cannot be both #r/#; unleſs we'l 
make themgzoth to be the ſame thing, as the Church 

_ of Rome in effect does (who will have the Scripture to 
have=no other ſenſe than the Church puts upon it )and 
then all the proof amounts only to this, The Church 
bears witneſs to her ſelf. For to fay the Scriptures in- 
terpreted by the Infallible Church, declares the Church 
to be the Infallible Interpreter of Scripture, is no more 
than to ſay, The Infallible Church fays ſhe is Infallible # 
you muſt take it on her word : But you know what 
our Saviour faid ina Caſe not unlike to this,” /F 7 bear 
witneſs of my ſelf, my witneſs is not true. 

* Par. But they fay, asI am inform'd, that we muſt 

Guia, in Uſe our reaſon to diſcover our Guide ; but when that is 

Contr. pr. once found out, wggare to give up our reaſon and all 

P. 3- RH. to be wholly guided Þy him. 

Min. They are forc'd to allow this ; for in their ate 
tempts to make a proſelyte to their Church, they ſet 
before him Reaſons and Arguments to move him to it, 
and that ſuppoſes he has both an ability and a right to 
judge of thoie motives, whether they be convincing or 
no. And has he a right to judge of the Church, and 
not of its Doctrine 2 Or can he otherwiſe make a true 
judgment concerning the Church, than by judging firſt 
of -the particular Dodtrines it*holds ? If it is an Ortho- 
dox Faith that makes an Orthodox Church, the I aith 
the Cliurch profetſes ought to be examin'd betore the 
Church is made choice ot : But it feems a Man mult ute 
his Eyes and Reaſon once tor all: afterwardshe has no 
need of either ; he mui} fee by others eyes, and jugg: 
hy others underſtandings : Bur certainly a [van mult 
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quite loſe his Reaſon, bt fore he can ſo wholly abandon 
' himſelf to anothers guidance. I may, and ought to 
conſult my Spiritual Guide and Teacher ; but I muſt 
know him well firſt, and. be aſſured both of his skill and 
honeſty, before I leave my ſelf out, and wholly caſt my 
felf upon him ; every man deſires to walk ſafely, and 
he's the moſt likely to do it who ſees where he goes. 

Par. You be pleas'd to give me leave to mention 
every thing that I can recall, that they urge in their 
behalf; They tell us, that there are many things in 
Scripture hard to be underſtood ; and many Diſputes 
and Controverſies oftentimes ariſe ab-ut the ſenſe of 
it; That all Seas and Parties cite Scripture , and 
pretend it is on their ſide; Muſt then every Man 
follow his own private judgment ; and Integpeee Scrip- 
ture according to his own fancy ? ; 

Min. No, The Church of England is far from allows 
ing that ; She adviſes us to compare one Scripture with 
another, to explain.the more hard by the more eaſie, 
and ſo to prove what the ſenſe of Scripture is, from 
Scripture it ſelf ; She ſends us in her Articles and Ca- 
nons to conſult the Catholick Church in the firſt Ages, 
who are the beſt Witneſſes what is Truth and what is 
not. The Apoſtles, as it ſhould ſeem, very early drew 
up, and agreed upon a ſhort Summary of Faith tor the 
uſe of the Church, and each ſent it to be carefully pre- 
ſerv'd and maintain'd by the ſeveral Churches of his 
own Plantation ; This is call'd in Scripture, 7he form 2 Tim. 1. 
of ſound w:rds, the proportion of Faith, the Depofitum, 5. .. 
or tning committed to 7imethys truſt ; accordingly in 6. 
after .»ges, when any Diſpute aroſe in the Church, 1 Tim 6. 
' concerning the ſenſe of Scripture, or an Article of ** 
Faith, each Clurch was ſent. to, to give an _— 
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what was its belief and ſenſe in that particular, and 
what they all agreed on, could not be look d upon 
otherwiſe than the Truth, than according to that Faith 
the Apoſtles had taught and committed to their charge. 

Par. So have read it was in the firſt memorable 
Council of Nice ; when the Hereſy of Arzus, denying 
the Divinity 'of Chriſt, was debated by the Fathers, 
and a diſpute aroie concerning the ſenſe of that Text 
in St. Fohn, 1 and my Father are one; each Father was 
to bring in the ſenſe of that Church over which he pre- 
ſided, and all agreeing that the Text was to be under- 
ſtood of the Conſubitantiality of the Son with the Fa- 
ther, *twas preſently ſo determin'd, and Ar:us and his 
Doctrine condemn'd. 

Min. But you muſt here remember, as you go, That 
when we hve recourſe to rhe Catholick Church tor the 
ſenſe of Scripture,we appeal to it,not as to an Intallible 
Interpreter, but as to a moſt credible Witneſs of the A- 
poſtolical Doctrine. We build nor our Faith on the Au- 
thority of the Ancient Fathers, but on that very thing 
they built theirs, the. Authority of the Inſpired Wri- 
tings; only we are much ſtrengrhen'd and confirm'd in 
ours by the exact agreement it bears with theirs. 

Par. Ought we not alſo to pay a due reſpect and ſub- 
miſſion to that particular Church, under whoſe care 
and government the Divine Providence hath caſt us 2 

Miz, Yes, and to obey her in all things relating to 
the Order and outward Polity of it, and in matters of 
Faith, to follow her: ss far as the agrees with the Scrip- 

| ture and Catho/ick Church; and wherein we are con- 

= wee vined ſhe does not fo, not to ſet up a Church againſt 
England, her, to be hunbly fient, and modeſtly diſſenting, un- 

=  deſs in-points 1211. lamental, following the Apoſtle's Rule, 
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Haſt thou Faith, have it to thy ſelf. Had not gvery 
Church a right to make its own Rules and Orders for 
decency, and upon the breaking out of any diierence, 
to interpoſe its Authority, for the cloſing of it, it 
would be very deficient in its Conſtitution, as wanting 
power to ſecure its unity, and conſequently both its 
being and well-being. . | 

Par. Sir, I have not many things more to. ſtart ; 
They ſometimes tell us, that it's inconſiſtent with the 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God, as the great Law-giver 
of his Church, to leave things thus at random and in 
confuſion, and no better to provide for its peace and 
unity, than to ſuffer every man to judg as he will, and 
believe as he liſt. 

Min. All this is to pretend to be wiſer than God;Does 
not God know how to govern his Church without their 
direction? Is it not more ſuitable to the nature of Man,to 
be left to the uſe of his reaſon and judgment in his ai- 
_ ons, than to be under an Infallible Di&tator, that ham- 
pers,as itwere,hus faculties,and leaves no place for delibe- 
ration and choice? Is there any virtue in believing,where 
all the difficulty is not to believe,as it happens when the 
Judg is Infallible 2 Is not Peace and Concord very deſi- 
rable in the State, as well as in the Church? and muſt 
God be cenſur'd for an imprudent Governor, becauſe he 
has not taken ſufficient care of that too, by an Univerſal 
Infallible Judg in Civil Matters? Is it not as abſolutely 
neceſſary to Salvation,that we ſhould be Holy as well as 
Orthodox? And muſt the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God 
be call'd in queſtion, becauſe he has not provided a ne- 
ver-failing means to keep men from (in, as is pretend- 
ed he has done to keep men from error 2 To reſtrain 
their wills, as to dire& their judgments ? 

K Par. 
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Par. They fay again, Do we not ſee, how, for not 
owning-the Ifa/lible Church,and leaving every Man to 
interpret Scripture for himſelt, Schiſms and Herefies, 
and Diviſions ſwarm amongſt us ? What diſtrations 
in Religion 2 what endleſs Controverſies in the Church? 

Min. This may be true. But will an Infallible Judg 
help the matter? All things neceſſary in mo___ are ſ0 
plain, that no Infallible Judg can make them plainer; his 
Interpretation can't be plainer than the Text. I need 
ask none but my ſelf, what it is to /ove God? and to bes 
lieve in Chriſt? And for Controverſies in leſſer matters, 
they are of ſo little conſequence to Religion, that they 
may as well be born withal by mutualcharity amongſt 
Chriſtians, as ended by peremptory Decrees and Deci- 
fions by an Infallible Authority. But Sets and Divi- 
ſions, God knows, there are too many among, us ; But 
could an Infallible Judg be able to- ſilence and put an 
end to all>2 _ | 

Par. So they pretend. But I read, that in the Apos- . 
ftles days, tho' they had the Infallible aſſiſtance of God's 
Holy Spirit, to lead them into all Truth, there were 
Schiſms and Diviſions in the Church. 

in. It's, well obſerv'd, there were ſo;and if fo great 
a me of the Divine Spirit could not do it then, 
Haw can we imagine that the meer ſhadow and dream 
of/ Infallibility ſhould do it now ? Have the Romaniſts 
themſelves found ſo great benefit by it, that they can 
apon experiencewith any aſſurance recommend it tous? 

Par. I have heard indeed; that there are as many and 
as fierce Diſputes and Controverſies amongſt them, as 
amonegſt us? 

Min. You were not miſinform'd ; The Diſputes be- 
twixt the Franciſcans and Dominicans, the Tanſeniſts and 

the 
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the Molini/ts, are not yet putan end to; and many o- 
thers might be named. As we are not agreed with 
them that there is ſuch an Infallible Guide, ſo are they 
as little agreed amongſt themſelves, who it is. Now we 
fay, Phyfician heal thy ſelf. 

Par. However Iam afraid, theſe multitudes of opi- 
nions and Sedts that are amongſt us, do a great deal of 
hurt to Religion ; it is apt to make ſome men think 
there is none, becauſe there are ſo many; and every 


man uncertain of his own. 


Min. It may be fo, but'there is no reaſon it ſhould; 


if Emuſt queſtion the truth of every thing that others 
deny or doubt of, I muſt not believe my own eyes ; for 
there have been thoſe that have denied there was any 
ſuchthing as motion;and there are thoſe-that deny bread 
to be bread ; then the Romaniſts cannot be certain that 


their Church is Infallible, for all the reſt of mankind de- 


ny it.If by a ſober and: modeſt uſe of pe Arey thoſe 
Miniſterial afliſtances Chriſt hath afforded me in his 


Church,I may certainlyknow the true ſenſe of Scripture, - 


I may alſo certainly know what is the true Religion,for 
this depends upon the other ; but does it follow, becauſe 
others hve neglected the means,and are of no Religion, 
that I muſt not believe mine ? 

Par. I ſee plainly,an Infallible Judg, were there one, 
could not prevent errors and hereſies trom ſpringing up; 
pray, why does God permit them in his Church 2 
Min. St. Paul gives one reaſon of it ; there muſt be he- 
refies or diviſions in the Church, that they which are ap- 
prov'd,might be made manifeſt; and who can bring 
good out of evil, can turn them ſeveral ways to his 
Churches good and advantage. They afford an occaſion, 
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tousxthey put men upon enquiry,and the more diligent- 
ly any man examines, the more clearly hediſcerns,and 
the more ſtedfaſtly he believes afterwards. To this we 
owe many excellent writings of the ancient Fathers,the 
errors and herefies that aroſe in their days concerning 

the Divinity of the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, were the 
occaſion that we have thoſe Doctrines ſo clearly ſtated, 
and fully explain'd to us. 

Par. Sir, you have abundantly fatisfied me as to this 
point. I ask but one queſtion more ; Since the Chriſtian 
Dodtrine more ſtrittly than ever any betfore,binds all its 
profeſſors to wnity and love and peace; how come ſo 

many diſputes and diſſentions and animoſities to ariſe 
amongſt them? 

A-Tiny proceed from whence all other evils come, 
from mens lufts and paſſions. That which makes fome 
men to be of no Religion, makes others of any, and as 
occaſion ſerves, of many.They have a luſt to gratify,or 
an intereſt to ſerve, and they'l be of that Sect that can 
beſt comply, or beſt pay them for it.I need not tell you 
from what root moſt of the Romzfh errors and ſuperſtiti- 
ons grow ; and becauſe the name of Scripture 1s vene- 
rable, and carries authority with it,that. many times is 
preſt into the ſervice,and by an unnatural conflrugkon 
forc'd to bear witneſs againſt it ſelf. So long. as there is 
Vice in the World, there will be Error; no'Chutch or 
Religious Society can be wholly exempt from-either ; 

| that's the beft and the pureſt.that has the feweſt of both, 
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